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Ca rlos  Cedeno ca n  ma ke 
himself look like he was born 
a girl in about 45 minutes if he 
needs to, but it’ll probably take 
him a while to get ready for 
the Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian and 
Straight Alliance’s annual drag 
pageant, Miss Gaymecock.
“It ’s  gonna be a  l it t le  bit 
different because I have to paint 
two or three different people, 
plus myself, so it might be a lot 
longer,” Cedeno said.
Cedeno will emcee this year’s 
pageant, the fourth since the 
competition was started in 2006. 
The event ra ises money for 
BGLSA, and the organization’s 
leadership hopes that this year’s 
show will be better than ever.
“If it goes as well as we think 
it will go, it will be packed,” said 
BGLSA president and third-
year psychology student Laura 
Schneider.
Schneider is excited about 
the event because she thinks it’s 
education and entertainment in 
the same show.
“It brings a very diverse thing 
that a lot of people can benefit 
from,” Schneider said. “They 
can come and have good time, 
and it’s something that maybe a 
lot of people haven’t experienced 
before. They don’t really know 
what it’s about, and they see that 
we are USC students just like 
they are.”
W i t h  m o r e  c o n t e s t a n t s 
than ever before, th is year’s 
compet it ion wi l l  be tougher 
than it has been in years past, 
and Cedeno thinks that this will 
result in a more intense show.
“I think there’s a real good line 
up of contestants,” Cedeno said. 
“So I really think it’s going to be 
a battle. And any time it’s a battle 
for a crown or a title, it’s going to 
be a good show.”
Joey White, a fi rst-year theater 
student who performs as Lady 
Diamond, is ready to take on the 
other competitors.
“There are a lot of really good 
people coming in and a lot of 
people I real ly love,” W hite 
said shortly before performing 
Wednesday night. “Regardless 
I’m going to be happy at the 
end.”
Not all of the contestants would 
be as happy if they didn’t win. 
Coleen Toman, a fourth-year 
criminal just ice student who 
per forms as  Warren Pay ne, 
competed last year and didn’t 
win. This year, she’s in it for the 
title.
“It’s a sort of prestige,” Toman 
said. “It just shows that you 
worked for something instead of 
just doing drag once in a while. 
You actually hold it to esteem.”
It’s that pride that will be an 
important part of the judges’ 
decision. The seven contestants 
– fi ve drag queens and two drag 
kings, all USC students – will be 
judged on presentation, audience 
engagement , evening wear, a 
talent competition, a question-
and-answer segment and overall 
display of Gamecock pride.
“It’s not typically a drag pageant 
as most are,” Cedeno said. “It’s 
about having that school spirit 
and just having fun with it.”
Audience support is another 
Justin Fenner
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USC students compete 
in drag pageant, raise 
funds for organization
BGLSA hosts Miss Gaymecock
Courtesy of Carlos Cedeno
Carlos Cedeno will emcee this year’s Miss Gaymecock pageant tonight.
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STUDENT ORGANIZATION CAROLINA 
BALLROOMOF THE WEEK :
Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Ba l l room da nc i ng 
is an art forgotten by 
some, but is always on 
the minds of members 
of Carolina Ballroom.
Carolina Ballroom has 
been teaching students 
the fi ne art of dance for 
over a decade.  Members 
of the club meet three 
t imes a week to learn 
and pract ice different 
s t y le s  a nd  le ve l s  o f 
ballroom dancing.  All 
meetings take place at 
the Blatt P.E. Center in 
room 114.
On Sundays from 3 
p.m. to 5 p.m. beginner 
a n d  i n t e r m e d i a t e 
students are welcome 
to come and pract ice 
different styles of dance 
taught by the advanced 
dancers as well as the 
profess iona l  dancers 
who visit the club from 
time to time.
“Everyone can learn 
to dance, for it might 
just take a little while 
longer,” said Carolina 
Ba l l ro om P re s ident 
Elizabeth Martin.
Thursday evenings, 
from 9 p.m. to 11 p.m., 
a re ded icated to t he 
dancers who wish to 
compete in the three 
to four compet it ions 
C a r o l i n a  B a l l r o o m 
pa r t ic ipate s  i n  each 
year.
To wind down a long 
week of classes, Friday 
n ight is  Sa lsa Rueda 
n i g h t  f o r  C a r o l i n a 
Ballroom.  From 8 p.m. 
to 9:30 p.m., beginner 
students are invited to 
learn f rom advanced 
students how to salsa. 
After that from about 
9:30 p.m. to 11p.m., 
advanced students are 
inv ited to st rut their 
stuff.
“All levels of dancers 
a r e  w e l c o m e ,  s o m e 
have danced before, but 
most have never danced 
b e f o r e ,”  P r e s i d e n t 
Elizabeth Martin said.
The c lub’s  biggest 
event of the year is the 
Gamecock Invitational, 
a  dance compet it ion 
between USC students 
as well as students from 
North Carolina State 
University, University 
of North Carolina and 
the Georgia Institute of 
Technology.
T h i s  y e a r ’ s 
competit ion will take 
place  on Nov.  15 in 
t h e  R u s s e l l  H o u s e 
Ballrooms.  There will 
be a social dance the 
n ight before and the 
competition will begin 
at 8 a.m. the following 
morning.
It is not a requirement 
t o  b e  a  m e m b e r  o f 
C a r o l i n a  B a l l r o o m 
to par t ic ipate in the 
Gamecock Invitational. 
Jennifer Silverman
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Carolina Ballroom 
offers wide range of 
dance classes for all  
Courtesy of THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Members meet three times a week and compete each year.
Columbia is transforming its 
reputat ion for sweltering heat 
into an alluring quality with the 
help of The Midlands Authority 
for Convent ions, Sport s and 
To u r i s m’s  n e w  b r a n d  a n d 
marketing campaign, “Columbia, 
SC Famously Hot.”
T h e  n e w  c a m p a i g n  w a s 
developed to replace the previous 
slogan, “R iverbanks Reg ion: 
Where Friendliness Flows,” and 
spice up the image of Columbia.
The entire campaign is focused 
on grabbing the audience’s attention 
and standing out as a unique place. 
Flames are combined to form a 
new logo, symbolic of the spirit 
and excitement of the city.  Having 
three flames represents not only 
the three rivers, but also the three 
organizations that form MACST. 
The fl ames’ colors go from warm 
to cool in order to correspond 
to the tagline: “Famously Hot: 
Surprisingly Cool.”
A promotional video created 
for the campaign uses f lashing 
images of Columbia and text such 
as “hot meet ing spaces,” “hot 
happenings” and “hot spots.” 
Other adver t isements of the 
campaign show burning coals and 
stoves.
“It sounds to me like they are 
really stretching for ideas,” said 
William F.M. Scholes, a second-
yea r  Hotel ,  Rest au ra nt  a nd 
Tourism Management student. 
“I feel like they could better use 
their slogans and ideas in a way 
more related to Columbia itself,” 
he said. 
Scholes said he would like to see 
a specifi c focus on the aspects of 
Columbia that are unique.
MACST approved spending 
$75,000 on the new campaign in 
order to attract more revenues 
f rom convent ions ,  spor t i ng 
activit ies and leisure travel to 
Columbia and the surrounding 
area.  The funds come primarily 
from an accommodations tax paid 
by visitors.
Tourism is a $1 billion industry 
in the Columbia area, according 
to MACST, and supports 12,000 
jobs.  An estimated $675 per tax-
paying household is saved by the 
economic impact of tourism in 
South Carolina.  MACST wants 
to see these numbers increase 
by generating an awareness and 
enthusiasm for visiting Columbia.
 “So many people are unaware 
that we exist so when they come to 
our community they are pleasantly 
surprised at all the offerings of 
our great region,” said Ric Luber, 
president and CEO of MACST. 
“We’re going to tell them: we’re 
here and we’re hot.”
Last night government offi cials 
and members of the tourism and 
hospitality industry were invited by 
Columbia goes 
‘ famously hot’ 
in new tourism 
campaign
Elena Bloudek
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MACST hopes to attract 
visitors by playing up 
city’s warm reputation 
COLUMBIA ● 3A
 SPURS & STRUTS
BALLROOM ● 3A
M e m b e r s  o f  D a n c e 
M a r at hon  a long  w it h 
S t u d e nt  G o v e r n m e nt 
officers Andrew Gaeckle 
and Jonat hon A nton io 
per for m du r i ng Spu rs 
a n d  S t r u t s ,  a  d a n c e 
competition held Thursday 
on Greene Street as part of 
Homecoming Week.
T h e  w i n n e r  o f  t h e 
c o m p e t i t i o n  w a s  t h e 
St udent  G over n ment , 
Freshman Counci l and 
University Ambassadors 
group.
“We had reggae, hip hop 
and a step,” said Student 
Body President Andrew 
Gaeckle . “We had a great 
time.”
Gaeckle said the group 
will perform their routine 
again during today’s Step 
Show at  8 p.m. in t he 
Carolina Coliseum.
— Compiled by Assistant 
News Editor Kara Apel
Local National World
Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Alpha Delta Pi and Sigma Phi Epsilon’s Cocky fl oat sits proudly in front of the Russell 
House University Union, just one of many showcased for Homecoming festivities.
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— Th e Associated Press
 JE RUS A L E M  —  T h e 
Bush administration has 
conceded that an Israeli-
Palestinian peace deal is no 
longer possible by the end 
of its term and is preparing 
t o  h a n d  t h e  f r a g i l e , 
unf inished U.S.-backed 
peace effort to President-
elect Obama .
Oba m a  m ay  not  wa nt 
it ,  at  least as designed 
by the Republican Bush 
administrat ion , seen as 
slow to embrace the role 
of honest Mideast broker. 
Many of Obama’s foreign 
p o l i c y  a d v i s e r s  w e r e 
players in t he Cl inton 
administration’s extensive 
Mideast peace efforts and 
are unenthusiastic about 
President Bush’s hands-off 
approach.
After months of publicly 
insisting that an agreement 
still could be sealed by the 
year-end deadline set by 
the two sides and Bush last 
November in Annapolis, 
Md., U.S. of f icials said 
Thursday for the fi rst time 
it would have to wait.
“We do not th ink it  is 
likely it will happen before 
the end of the year,” White 
House spokeswoman Dana 
Perino said in Washington 
after Secretary of State 
C o n d o l e e z z a  R i c e 
acknowledged as much at 
the start of a Mideast trip.
Bush has employed Rice as 
a goad and monitor, but not 
a central negotiator. The 
administration said that to 
be viable, any deal should 
come from the Israelis and 
Palestinians themselves. 
Rice’s eighth visit to the 
region since the Annapolis 
peace  con ference  had 
been intended as a push 
for urgent progress on the 
modest gains from a year 
of U.S.-sponsored talks 
between Israel and one part 
of the fractured Palestinian 
leadership.
Instead, amid pol it ica l 
u ncer t a i nt y  i n  I s r ae l , 
where a corruption scandal 
is forcing Prime Minister 
Ehud Olmert from offi ce, 
t he  ad m i n i s t r at ion  i s 
focused on keeping the two 
sides from backsliding. Rice 
wants them to produce a 
placeholding affirmation 
of their commitment to the 
peace process.
She said it remained an 
“open question” as to what 
form the affi rmation would 
take, but said it was critical 
for the incoming Obama 
administration, as well as a 
new Israeli government to 
be elected in February, to 
inherit a solid framework 
to restar t negot iat ions 
quickly.
South Carolina’s prison 
director said Thursday he has 
prepared plans to deal with 
a budget shortfall in part by 
releasing inmates early if the 
Legislature approves.
Corrections Department 
Director Jon Ozmint told the 
state’s budget oversight board 
he has drafted legislation 
that would have lawmakers 
order early releases and close 
prisons.
Ozmint said the prison 
system has implemented 
big and small cost-saving 
measures that w i l l  help 
it operate without losing 
more money as costs rise 
for things he has a difficult 
t ime controlling, such as 
health care. A $14.5 million 
deficit would be $2 million 
higher without those moves, 
including reducing inmates’ 
allowance for postage stamps 
to two a month instead of fi ve 
and releasing inmates with 
enough prescription drugs to 
last fi ve days instead of 14 to 
save $300,000.
“That keeps them alive 
until hopefully they can get 
into the safety net that’s out 
there for every other citizen 
on the street,” Ozmint said.
The prison system even 
redesigned cold-weather 
jackets for inmates to save 
$75,000 and has increased the 
amount of row crops grown 
to feed prisoners.
But Ozmint said he wasn’t 
willing to heed a call to cut 
pay for new prison guards, 
saying that would leave more 
jobs unfilled and ultimately 
increase risks for remaining 
guards and escapes.
“It’s just a risk that’s not 
worth taking,” Ozmint said.
There are no more big 
saving areas short of trimming 
payrolls by releasing prisoners 
early and shutt ing down 
prisons. Ozmint proposed 
that earlier this year with a 
deficit reduction plan given 
leg is lators .  “There was 
no appetite for that in the 
Legislature,” Ozmint said.
Beyond that, “just on the 
surface, early release scares 
people,” House Ways and 
Committee Chairman Dan 
Cooper said after Ozmint 
spoke to the Budget and 
Control Board. 
Daily Theme
Week
Whats your favorite 
Homecoming event?
QUESTION OF THE
NEW YORK —  Federal 
prosecutors said Thursday 
that they wil l not bring 
criminal charges against 
Eliot Spitzer for his role 
in a prostitution scandal, 
removing a legal cloud that 
has surrounded the former 
New York governor since his 
epic downfall eight months 
ago.
U.S. Attorney Michael 
Garcia said invest igators 
fou nd no ev idence t hat 
Spitzer or his offi ce misused 
public or campaign funds for 
prostitution. Investigators 
found that Spitzer solicited 
high-priced call girls, but 
federal prosecutors typically 
do not prosecute clients of 
prostitution rings.
“A f t e r  a  t h o r o u g h 
investigation, this offi ce has 
uncovered no evidence of 
misuse of public or campaign 
funds,” Garcia said. “We have 
concluded that the public 
interest would not be further 
advanced by fi ling criminal 
charges in this matter.”
The announcement by 
Garcia signals the end of 
the bombshell investigation 
of Emperors Club VIP and 
means that nine other men 
described in an indictment 
as clients of the lucrative 
prost itut ion serv ice also 
have escaped charges. Those 
clients were never identifi ed.
Legal experts said that 
local authorities technically 
could still charge Spitzer as 
a john, but that it would be 
highly unlikely.
A remorsef u l  Spit zer 
issued a statement in which 
he expressed relief that he 
will not face charges.
“ I  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e 
i m p a r t i a l i t y  a n d 
t h o r o u g h n e s s  o f  t h e 
investigation by the U.S. 
A t tor ney ’s  Of f ice ,  a nd 
I acknowledge and accept 
r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  t he 
c o nd u c t  i t  d i s c lo s e d ,” 
he sa id.  “I resigned my 
p o s i t i o n  a s  G o v e r n o r 
because I recognized that 
conduct was unworthy of an 
elected offi cial. I once again 
apologize for my actions.”
Spitzer was out of town 
and unavailable for further 
comment.
He resigned in March 
after it was disclosed he was 
referred to in court papers 
as “Client-9,” who spent 
thousands of dollars on a call 
girl at a swanky Washington, 
D.C., hotel on the night 
before Valentine’s Day.
Garcia said that Spitzer 
later revealed to investigators 
that on multiple occasions 
he arranged for women to 
t ravel f rom one state to 
another state to engage in 
prostitution.
“I like Spurs and Struts. I like to watch 
people dance.”
— Caroline Kelley, second-year business student 
“I like Spurs and Struts because 
everyone worked really hard and its fun 
to watch what they put together.”
— Lisa Falsetti, fourth-year biology student 
“I like the football game because I like 
to watch and I like to see who won the 
awards.”
— Cassie Balasubramanian, third-year public 
relations student 
“Cockfest because of the free stuﬀ !”
-Ben Hansen, ﬁ rst-year business student 
“I like the Step Show because I like to 
see the Greek step — it’s interesting to 
see.”
—Cedric Warren, second-year nursing student 
— Compiled by Assistant Viewpoints Editor 
Darren Price
University Press Fall 
Book Sale 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Russell House, Room 203
IHSA Club Equestrian 
Team meeting 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Green Street
World Children’s Day 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Greene Street
Alpha Lambda Delta 
meeting 
3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
RH, Room 315
SATURDAY
Football game vs. 
Arkansas 
Kickoff at 1 p.m.
Williams-Brice Stadium
SUNDAY
Hill of the Lord Church 
Service 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Rutledge Chapel
On-Campus Worship 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
RH, Room 303
Garnet Circle meeting 
8 p.m. to 9 p.m.
RH, Room 322/326
MONDAY
World Children’s Day 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Greene Street
Students For Life 
meeting 
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
RH, Room 302
Indian Cultural 
Exchange meeting 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
RH, Room 203 
Feminist Majority 
Leadership Alliance 
7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
RH, Room 303
Academic Team 
Practice 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Humanities 317
Measles Initiative Club 
meeting 
7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
RH, Room 348
THERE ARE MANY THINGS 
THAT MAKE THE 
DAILY GAMECOCK GREAT.
{ BUT THE SPECIAL INGREDIENT IS OUR PEOPLE }
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big par t  of  t he judges’ 
consideration. Last year’s 
w in ner Corey Lucas ,  a 
third-year chemistry pre-
med student who performs 
a s  Cou r t ney  Lu sc ious , 
clinched the title with talent 
and a supportive fan base.
“To see people’s reactions 
when I do it was just the 
mo s t  a m a z i ng  f ee l i ng, 
because it was all positive,” 
Lucas said. “There were no 
negative reactions. So, that 
was really exciting for me.”
A positive response can 
impact a contestant’s score, 
and Candace Thompson 
(s t a g e  n a m e  C a m e r o n 
Phoenix),  a fourth-year 
psychology student, has a 
plan to get the audience on 
her side.
“I plan to have a lot of 
fun,” Thompson said. “I’m 
sure everyone is planning to 
have a lot of fun, but I think 
the more fun that I have, 
people in the audience are 
going to see that. I plan to 
get the audience involved as 
much as possible.”
A nd  wh i le  t he  p r i z e 
i nc lude s  t he  t i t l e  a nd 
a  c r o w n ,  b e i n g  M i s s 
Gaymecock comes with a 
few responsibilit ies. The 
winner will have to perform 
at the Birdcage, a drag show 
BGLSA sponsors in the 
spring semester and ride 
on BGLSA’s f loat during 
the S.C. Pride Parade next 
year.
“It would mean a lot to 
win, really,” Toman said. 
“It’s not just the title, it’s the 
responsibilities that come 
with it. You’re representing 
USC.”
Ben LeBerth, the second-
year public relations student 
and treasurer of BGLSA, 
encourages all of USC to 
be there.
“ T h i s  y e a r  w e  k i n d 
o f  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h 
Homecoming Week, so it 
just adds a little bit more 
school spirit to it, just to 
show that there are more 
than just kings and queens 
of the normal persuasion,” 
LeBerth says. “It’s just a fun 
environment to be around.”
Lucas hopes to see a wider 
range of people at the event, 
too.
“A lt hough people a re 
intimidated to go to drag 
shows or even out to a club 
that associates itself with 
being gay,  I  t h ink t hat 
it ’s a lways a good thing 
for people to experience 
somet h ing new and t r y 
to see a dif ferent side of 
things,” Lucas said.
The pageant will be held 
at PT’s Cabaret in Five 
Points Friday night at 8:30. 
There isn’t a cover charge, 
but a $5 donation will asked 
of all attendees.
PAGEANT ● Continued from 1A
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocknews@sc.edu
For more information on the competition 
and other Carolina Ballroom activities, visit 
its website at www.gamecockdancesport.
com.
A s i d e  f r o m  h o s t i n g  t h e i r  o w n 
compet it ion ,  members  of  Carol i na 
Ballroom travel to schools in surrounding 
areas to compete.  In the past, members 
have attended competit ions hosted by 
North Carolina State and University of 
North Carolina at Charlotte. 
Carolina Ballroom also holds a social 
dance once a month, while some are formal 
dances.  The most recent themed dance 
was their Halloween dance.
M ACST and The Greater Columbia 
Chamber of Commerce to gather at the 
Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center 
to celebrate Columbia’s new image.
The goal of the evening was to continue 
the excitement that has been built around 
the campaign by enjoying “Famously Hot” 
Firef ly martinis and a DJ playing “hot” 
music.
“We hope they get just as excited about 
it as we are,” said Nicole Smith, the Media 
Relat ions Director for MACST.  “We 
are creating one uniformed brand and we 
need to take and run with it in our various 
industries,” she said.
BALLROOM ● Continued from 1A
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocknews@
sc.edu
COLUMBIA ● Continued from 1A
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocknews@
sc.edu
Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
MACST’s marketing campaign hopes to increase tourism by playing on Columbia’s heat.
W A S H I N G T O N  — 
President Bush and Barack 
Obama on Monday will 
hold their fi rst substantive 
talks about the nat ion’s 
daunting priorities as the 
transition to a Democratic 
administration accelerates.
Bush, soon to return to 
Texas after two terms in 
office, ordered employees 
on Thursday to ensure a 
smooth transfer of power 
to Obama. The transition 
is a delicate dance in which 
the White House keeps the 
president-elect in the loop, 
and even solicits his input, 
but the decisions remain 
solely the president’s.
On Monday’s discussion 
l ist for the current and 
f ut u re  pre s ident s :  t he 
fi nancial crisis and the war 
in Iraq.
“ We  f a c e  e c o no m ic 
challenges that will not 
pause to let a new president 
set t le  in ,”  Bush told a 
gat her ing of  hu ndreds 
of employees f rom t he 
presidential bureaucracy, 
gathered on the back lawn 
of the White House.
“ T h i s  w i l l  a l s o  b e 
America’s f irst wart ime 
presidential transition in 
four decades,” he sa id. 
“ We’r e  i n  a  s t r u g g le 
against violent extremists 
determined to attack us, 
and they would like nothing 
more than to exploit this 
period of change to harm 
the American people.”
That sobering depiction 
came as Bush and Obama 
firmed up plans for their 
fi rst meeting since Obama 
defeated Republican John 
Mc C a i n  i n  Tue s d a y ’s 
election.
Bush and fi rst lady Laura 
Bush will greet Obama and 
his wife, Michelle , at the 
White House on Monday 
afternoon. Bush and the 
president-elect will meet in 
the Oval Offi ce while the 
fi rst lady gives Mrs. Obama 
a private tour of the White 
House residence.
“ I  t h a n k  h i m  f o r 
reaching out in the spirit 
of  bipar t isansh ip,” t he 
president-elect said of Bush 
in a statement.
T h e  O b a m a s ’  t w o 
children won’t be there, 
but W hite House press 
secretar y Dana Per ino 
s a id ,  “ We  ve r y  mu c h 
look forward to meeting 
them.”
Bush’s comments to his 
staf f, under a gray sk y 
on the South Lawn, also 
had the feel of an early 
goodbye with 75 days left 
in offi ce.
H e  s t o o d  w i t h  t h e 
Cabinet , the f irst lady, 
and t he v ice president 
and his wife by his side. 
By the t ime he f inished 
speak ing and of fered a 
wave to the crowd, Bush 
grew emot ional.  Laura 
Bush leaned in to give him 
a hug.
T h e  W h i t e  H o u s e 
s i g n a l e d  t h a t  a f t e r 
months of staying out of 
the polit ics of the 2008 
election — often enduring 
a pummeling from Obama 
— it  wou ld soon st a r t 
speak ing up to defend 
Bush’s record on education, 
energy, the economy and 
other issues. The focus will 
be a natural turn to Bush’s 
legacy.
Meanwhi le,  the sh if t 
from one White House to 
the next is fully under way, 
with Bush setting a serious 
tone and expectations for 
his staff.
The Bush administration 
h a s  a l r e ad y  a r r a n g e d 
security clearances for key 
Obama transition staffers 
and is providing work space 
and policy briefi ngs as well. 
Career employees, who 
keep their jobs even when 
administrat ions change, 
have taken on extra work 
to prevent any disruption 
in essential services.
“ We  mu s t  k e ep  ou r 
at t ent ion  on  t he  t a sk 
a t  h a nd ,  b e c au s e  t he 
American people expect 
no less,” Bush directed the 
executive employees.
O f f i c i a l s  a t  t h e 
Department of Homeland 
Security caution that the 
U.S. is in a heightened state 
of alert against terrorism. 
The fear is that enemies 
could exploit the transition 
period to test the country’s 
defenses, as Bush himself 
warned. No specifi c threat 
has been presented to the 
public.
P repa r at ion  for  t he 
c o m p l e x  t r a n s f e r  o f 
power has quiet ly been 
u n fold i ng  for  about  a 
year. It accelerated with 
the landslide election of 
Obama, the Democratic 
senator from Illinois, over 
McCain.
Obama on Thursday got 
the fi rst of what will become 
regular briefi ngs on highly 
classifi ed information from 
top intelligence offi cials.
World leaders are seeking 
out  Oba ma by  ca l l i ng 
Bush’s government. Perino 
said officials are working 
w it h Obama’s  team to 
make the connections.
Bu sh  a l so  sugges ted 
there will be no tolerance 
o f  p r a n k s  du r i n g  t he 
transition.
When he took office in 
2001, some aides found 
their computer keyboards 
were missing the W key 
— a nod to the middle 
initial in George W. Bush. 
Staff members of outgoing 
President Bill Clinton were 
suspected and criticized for 
acting immaturely.
B u s h  t o l d  t h e  b i g 
gathering of employees on 
Thursday: “I know that you 
will continue to conduct 
yourselves with the decency 
and professionalism you 
have shown throughout my 
time in offi ce.”
During the campaign, 
Obama relentlessly blistered 
the Bush administration for 
what he called failed, tired 
policies that have harmed 
the country. The White 
House has sought to make 
clear that politics will not 
affect the transition in any 
way.
Bush sounded wistful as 
he looked out at a lot of 
familiar faces, including 
some people he’s seen at 
work each day for nearly 
eight years.
The president recalled 
t h a t  b e f o r e  h i s  2 0 01 
inauguration, he said that 
he and h is  w i fe  wou ld 
ne v e r  q u i t e  s e t t l e  i n 
Washington.
“W hi le  t he honor i s 
great ,” Bush sa id,  “the 
work is temporary.”
Ben Feller
Th e Associated Press
Former president meets 
with president-elect 
to pass on lessons learned
Bush to discuss national issues, 
give advice to future president
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Gerald Herbert / The Associated Press
President George W. Bush walks from the Oval Offi ce to the Rose Garden of the White 
House to speak about the transition of the administration of President-elect Barack Obama. 
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LOS ANGELES — In a heartbreaking 
defeat for the gay-rights movement, 
Cal ifornia voters put a stop to gay 
marriage, creating uncertainty about the 
legal status of 18,000 same-sex couples 
who tied the knot during a four-month 
window of opportunity opened by the 
state’s highest court.
Passage of a constitutional amendment 
against gay marriage — in a state so often 
at the forefront of liberal social change 
— elated religious conservatives who 
had little else to cheer about in Tuesday’s 
elections. Gay activists were disappointed 
and began looking for batt legrounds 
elsewhere in the back-and-forth fi ght to 
allow gays to wed.
“There’s something deeply wrong with 
putting the rights of a minority up to a 
majority vote,” said Evan Wolfson , a gay-
rights lawyer who heads a group called 
Freedom to Marry . “If this were being 
done to almost any other minority, people 
would see how un-American this is.”
Legal skirmishing began immediately, 
with gay-rights groups challenging the 
newly passed ban in court Wednesday and 
vowing to resist any effort to invalidate 
the same-sex marriages that took place 
fol lowing the state Supreme Court 
decision in May.
The amendment, which passed with 52 
percent of the vote, overrides that court 
ruling by defi ning marriage as the union 
of one man and one woman. Thirty states 
now have adopted such measures, but 
the California vote marks the fi rst time a 
state took away gay marriage after it had 
been legalized.
Gay-marriage bans also passed on 
Tuesday in Arizona and Florida, with 
57 percent and 62 percent support , 
respect ively, whi le A rkansas voters 
approved a measure aimed at gays that 
bars unmarried couples from serving as 
adoptive or foster parents.
Massachusetts and Connecticut are 
now the only states to allow same-sex 
marriage.
Even as the last votes were being 
counted in California, the American Civil 
Liberties Union and other opponents of 
the ban fi led a challenge with the state 
Supreme Court. They contended that 
California’s ballot cannot be used to 
undermine one group’s access to rights 
enjoyed by other citizens.
The city attorneys in Los Angeles and 
San Francisco also filed a request with 
the Supreme Court to invalidate the 
amendment’s approval, arguing that it 
deprives gays of constitutional rights.
The measure’s passage casts a shadow of 
uncertainty over the marriages performed 
in the past four months. California State 
Attorney General Jerry Brown has said 
existing gay marriages will remain valid, 
but other legal experts said challenges are 
likely.
Amid the uncertainty, some gay couples 
continued applying for marriage licenses 
Wednesday. They succeeded in some 
jurisdictions and not others.
Jake Rowe, 27, and James Eslick, 29, 
were in the midst of getting their marriage 
license at Sacramento City Hall when 
someone from the clerk’s offi ce stopped 
the wedding Wednesday morning.
“I’m thoroughly surprised,” Rowe said. 
“I thought Californians had come to the 
point where they realized discrimination 
wasn’t right.”
Some newly weds took a  posit ive 
approach.
“I’m really OK,” said Diana Correia 
of Berkeley, who married her partner of 
18 years, Cynthia Correia, on Sunday in 
front of their two children and 80 relatives 
and friends. “I hope the marriage holds, 
but we are already married in our hearts, 
so nobody can take that away.”
Proposition 8 became the focus of the 
most expensive social-issues campaign in 
U.S. history, with the rival sides raising a 
combined $74 million. Religious groups, 
including the Mormon church and the 
Roman Catholic Church, played pivotal 
roles in pushing for the ban.
“People believe in the institution of 
marriage,” said Frank Schubert, co-
manager of the Yes on 8 campaign. “It’s 
one institution that crosses ethnic divides, 
that crosses partisan divides.”
Exit polls revealed dramatic demographic 
gaps in the gay-marriage vote. While 
about six in 10 voters under 30 opposed 
the ban, about the same proportion of 
those 65 and older supported it. There 
were sharp racial discrepancies as well. 
Even as black voters overwhelmingly 
backed Barack Obama — a gay-rights 
supporter — in the presidential race, 
about seven in 10 of them voted against 
gay marriage, compared with about half 
of white voters.
Denise Fernandez, a 57-year-old black 
woman from Sacramento, said she voted 
for Obama and Proposition 8. “I believe a 
Christian is held accountable,” she said.
Oba m a  h ad  a  nu a nced  p o s i t ion 
on the issue, say ing he opposes gay 
marriage while also speaking out against 
Proposition 8.
Rea Carey, executive director of the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, 
did not directly criticize Obama, but said: 
“We’d hope for a day when candidates 
who are supportive of same-sex marriage 
are unafraid to clearly state that to the 
voters.”
Gay-marriage proponents say New 
York, where the Democrats now control 
both the Legislature and the governor’s 
offi ce for the fi rst time in 35 years, may be 
a promising battleground. New Jersey also 
is considered a gay-marriage prospect.
“We pick ourselves up and trudge on,” 
said Kate Kendell, executive director of 
the National Center for Lesbian Rights . 
“There has been enormous movement in 
favor of full equality in eight short years. 
That is the direction this is heading, and 
if it’s not today or it’s not tomorrow, it 
will be soon.”
David Crary &
Lisa Leff
Th e Associated Press
Gay activists jarred by California 
marriage defeat with Provision 8
Movement takes major blow
to cause with marginal support  
against same-sex unions
Marcio Jose Sanchez / The Associated Press
Gay rights activists Stuart Gaffney, left, and John Lewis hold hands outside of City Hall, 
where they married this past summer, in San Francisco, Calif.  Wednesday.
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NEW YORK — Retailers suffered 
through the weakest October in at 
least 39 years, despite frenzied price 
cutting as they desperately try to pull 
in consumers who are too worried 
about their fi nances to shop.
The sa les  t a l l ie s  f rom major 
reta i lers on Thursday — many 
showing declines of 10 percent or 
more — suggests that shoppers will 
remain skittish through the holiday 
season, buying presents for children 
but not much else.
“There was ever y reason for 
consumers not to shop,” said Walter 
Loeb, a New York-based reta i l 
consultant. “Layoffs are rising, the 
stock market is tumbling. Consumers 
are feeling poorer.”
One of the few bright spots was 
Wal-Mart Stores Inc. , whose results 
show how much frugal consumers 
are focusing on necessit ies. The 
world’s largest retailer also said it 
will cut prices on items from toys to 
laptops over the next seven weeks. 
Department store J.C.Penney Co. 
is also offering extended hours and 
markdowns of up to 60 percent this 
weekend.
The stunning and rare drop in 
sales last month, following an already 
weak September, showed the toll 
the financial crisis is taking on all 
shoppers, from teens to the affl uent, 
and analysts expect no recovery until 
at least the second half of 2009.
Not even receding gas pr ices 
— their rise a cause of angst for 
shoppers just a few months ago — 
are expected to provide much relief 
for the holidays as consumers fi xate 
on shriveling retirement funds and 
job security amid widespread layoffs. 
The number of people continuing to 
receive jobless benefits reached its 
highest level in more than 25 years, 
according to government f igures 
released Thursday.
A l l  o f  t h at  i s  f ue l i ng  more 
concern about the retail industry, 
which is expected to report its sixth 
consecutive quarter of profi t declines 
when it reports third-quarter results 
this month. A growing number of 
merchants are facing a do-or-die 
holiday season, having already seen 
compet itors l ike Mer v yns LLC 
and Linens ‘N Things forced to 
liquidate.
Loeb now predicts that total retail 
sales for the November-December 
p er iod  cou ld  d rop  1  p ercent , 
compared with his original growth 
estimate of 0.5 percent. That would 
be the worst performance he’s seen 
since at least the 1970s.
He says shoppers may focus on 
buying presents for children and 
skimp for most everyone else.
M i c h a e l  P.  N i e m i r a ,  c h i e f 
economist at  t he Internat iona l 
Cou nc i l  of  Shoppi ng Center s  , 
described October’s performance as 
“awful.”
“This ref lects the severity of the 
current fi nancial crisis,” he said.
According to the ICSC-Goldman 
Sachs index, sales fell 0.9 percent, the 
weakest October performance since 
at least 1969 when the index began. 
That compares to a 1 percent gain 
in September and is well below the 
1.8 percent average pace so far this 
fi scal year, which for retailers begins 
in February. Niemira said October’s 
decline is the fi rst non-Easter related 
drop since at least 1986.
Excluding Wal-Mart, the October 
sales number was down 4.6 percent. 
The index is based on same-store 
sales, or sales at stores opened at least 
a year, which are considered a key 
indicator of a retailer’s health.
As a result, Niemira now expects 
same-store sales for the combined 
November and December period to 
rise 1 percent; his original forecast 
was for growth of 1 percent to 2 
percent.
Wal-Mart posted a 2.4 percent 
gain in same-store sales, better than 
the 1.6 gain projected by analysts 
sur veyed by Thomson Reuters. 
Including fuel sales, they were up 
2.5 percent. But Target Corp. — 
which has lagged behind Wal-Mart 
because of its heavier emphasis on 
nonessentials — posted a 4.8 percent 
drop, worse than the 2.8 percent 
decline expected.
“We expect the recent challenging 
sales environment to continue into 
the holiday season and beyond as 
a result of the economic factors 
c u r rent ly  a f f ec t i ng  con s u mer 
spending,” Target’s President and 
Chief Executive Gregg Steinhafel 
said in a statement.
Even Costco Wholesale Corp, hurt 
by currency effects, reported a 1 
percent decline in October, compared 
with the 3.6 percent gain Wall Street 
projected.
But most mall-based stores fared 
even worse, reporting double-digit 
percentage sales declines. Penney 
reported a 13 percent drop in same-
store sales at its department store 
business and cut the top end of its 
profi t outlook. Macy’s Inc. posted a 
6.3 percent drop.
Luxury stores were hit hard as 
affl uent shoppers cut back on designer 
clothing amid r ising layof fs on 
Wall Street and shrinking bonuses. 
Nordstrom posted a 15.7 percent drop 
in same-store sales, while Saks Inc., 
which operates Saks Fifth Avenue , 
recorded a 16.6 percent drop. Saks 
also said it expects a “significant” 
decrease in profit margins for the 
third and fourth quarters as it ramps 
up discounting.
Even teens stayed away f rom 
malls. American Eagle Outfitters 
Inc. announced a 12 percent drop in 
same-store sales, while Abercrombie 
& Fitch Co. suffered a 20 percent 
drop.
Anne D’Inncocenzio
Th e Associated Press
Outlook for holiday season looks 
grim after weak Halloween sales
Major retailers worry over decline
in important annual revenue
Ric Francis / The Associated Press
 Yvonne Rodriguez, left, shops for discount movies at a 
Wal-Mart Supercenter in Rosemead, Calif. 
Two days after Election Day, unofficial 
tallies were fi nally completed for four seats 
in the State Legislature and for a U.S. House 
race along the coast.
And record turnout and long lines have 
Democrats calling for major changes in the 
state’s voting system to allow the same type 
of early voting used in North Carolina and 
other states.
Delayed results from Charleston narrowed 
the lead in a U.S. House race, although 
incumbent Republican Henry Brown still 
won 52 percent of the vote to Democrat 
Linda Ketner’s 48 percent.
“Fourteen thousand votes is still a nice 
margin,” Brown adviser Rod Shealy said.
Shealy also handled state Rep. Wallace 
Scarborough’s race, where the Republican 
lost the seat he’s held since 2001 by 205 
votes to Democrat Anne Peterson Hutto. It 
was the only defeat of a sitting Republican 
Tuesday and one of two seats Democrats 
picked up in the state’s lower chamber.
“It’s been a longer week than I had 
anticipated,” Hutto said.
It could still get longer. While the margin 
was wide enough to bar an automatic recount, 
Scarborough is reviewing the voting.
“There are some irregularities. We’re 
looking to see if it amounts to a protest,” 
said Shealy, who also advised Scarborough.
Hutto said the election was fair and added: 
“Everything was done as it was supposed to 
be done.”
Hutto’s win increased the number of 
women serving in the House from 13 to 17. 
But the Senate became the nation’s only all-
male upper chamber when three hopefuls 
lost.
The Charleston results also showed 
Democrat Rep. Leon Stavrinakis handily 
keeping his seat with 59 percent of the vote.
Delayed S.C. Election Day tally 
conﬁ rms 4 close races, 1 state upset
Jim Davenport
Th e Associated Press
Unoffi cial results show irregularities, 
small margins in several House races
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The members of the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender community in California must have been 
shocked when they read the morning paper on Nov. 5.
They probably may not have been surprised to hear 
that Sen. Barack Obama would be the president-elect, 
but what was shocking was the passing of California 
Proposition 8 by referendum. 52 percent of Californians 
voted for Proposition 8, which amended the California 
Constitution, banning same-sex marriage. Although 
there are some three million 
absentee and provisional 
ballots to be counted, this is 
a huge blow for the GLBT 
community.
The passing of Proposition 
8 is far from what would 
be expected by one of the 
country’s most liberal states. But the people of California 
have spoken, and if the results become official, gay 
marriage will no longer be legal in California. There is 
only one thing that can be said to the GLBT community 
now — fight for what you believe. The fatal flaw of 
democracy is that the majority rules and can sometime 
rule unjustly. That is one of the many reasons the framers 
of our constitution put in checks and balances — to 
protect the voices of the minority. 
Already, the battle is being fought. The ban’s legality 
has been questioned as at least three court challenges 
have been fi led against the ban. If necessary, the GLBT 
community should fi ght all the way to the U.S. Supreme 
court for their rights.   
The adversity faced in the passing of Proposition 
8 could be the catalyst for a much larger change in 
marriage law all together. 
Historic presidential 
choice, congressional 
shift mark changes
These are just  a  few 
unorganized refl ections on 
the past election before we 
dive into talking about the 
president-elect’s preparations 
to take office for the next 
couple of months: 
There is no understating 
the historical signifi cance of 
the election 
o f  a  b l a c k 
president of 
t he Un ited 
S t a t e s .  A s 
John McCain 
noted in his 
g r a c i o u s 
c onc e s s ion 
speech, it was 
just a century 
ago that the 
invitation of 
Booker T. Washington to 
have dinner at the White 
House with President Teddy 
Roosevelt was a scandal. 
Now an black man is about 
to make the White House 
his home. 
But some have taken Sen. 
Barack Obama’s election 
as the start ing point of 
racial reconciliation. That 
reconciliation must have 
already taken place, if Obama 
was to be elected at all. This 
is not to say that racism is 
dead. But we can take heart 
in knowing that much has 
already been accomplished. 
America is not just ready, 
we’ve been ready. 
B u t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l 
signif icance of Obama’s 
v i c t o r y  s h o u l d  n o t 
overshadow the polit ical 
signifi cance of the election. 
His election was really about 
capping off the Democratic 
Party’s efforts to retake the 
government in its entirety. 
But how should we interpret 
this victory? Some believe it 
signals a permanent shift to 
the left in U.S. politics. Yet 
Republicans declared the 
opposite was true when they 
solidified their control of 
the House and Senate in the 
2002 election, and six years 
later they are out of power. 
There are other reasons 
to doubt what we witnessed 
on Tuesday was a major 
realignment in U.S. politics. 
There is the simple fact 
that people become restless 
when any party rules too 
long, and this may explain 
the Republican defeat more 
than anything. There is the 
explanation that the unique 
unpopularity of George W. 
Bush doesn’t extend to the 
whole party. There is the fact 
that ballot initiatives banning 
same-sex marriage passed in 
several states, indicating the 
continuing appeal of social 
conservatism.
Fina l ly,  t here  i s  t he 
argument that the economic 
crisis proved a winning issue 
for the Democrats; a crisis 
in foreign policy might have 
turned the tide in McCain’s 
favor. What Obama and the 
Democrat’s victory means is 
not evident from the results 
of the election, in other 
words. It remains to be seen 
how Obama will govern, 
how he will get along with 
Congress and what will be 
the future of the Republican 
Party. 
Which brings us to the 
last point: where did the 
Republ icans go wrong? 
There are the usual excuses: 
John McCain was the wrong 
nominee or Sarah Palin 
brought him down. But 
the selection of the GOP 
nominees belongs to the 
past. The question is the 
future. Conservatives may 
reassert their dominance, 
interpreting the loss as the 
result of the party straying 
from its principles. Or the 
opposite may happen, and 
the party may turn moderate 
in an attempt to out-Obama 
in the next election. As one 
commentator wryly noted, 
they’ll have a long time to 
think about it.  
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IN OUR OPINION
Gay community should 
keep fi ghting for rights
If necessary, the 
GLBT community 
should fi ght all 
the way to the 
Supreme Court.
RICHARD 
WOOD
Th ird-year 
history  
student
Late teacher 
taught lessons 
for life, not 
just history
Catholic school mentor 
educated boys through 
example, demeanor 
Earlier this semester, 
t he world lost  a  g reat 
man: Monsignor Thomas 
Bennett. Hilarious, gruff 
and unavoidably lovable, 
h e  w a s  a 
legend at my 
high school. 
W h o l l y 
dedicated to 
t h e  s c h o o l 
and church, 
h e  t a u g h t 
h i s t o r y , 
b u t  m o r e 
important ly 
h e  t a u g h t 
thousands of 
boys how to 
become men.
When a poor person asks 
you for some change, he 
said, give him everything 
in your pocket. Bennett 
b e l ie ved  i n  a  k i nd  of 
Catholic karma, saying that 
you would be rewarded for 
your helping spirit.
Bennet t  showed t h is 
generosity to his classes 
as well. 
W henever  a  s t udent 
would cough, he would 
scold him for releasing so 
many germs and barrage 
him with cough drops. 
T h a t  m a y  s e e m  l e s s 
than k ind, but af ter he 
threatened the offender 
with a trip to the nurse to 
be checked for a hernia, 
he would shower the class 
with all the butterscotch 
and peppermint candies 
that he held in his pocket. 
It was a simple kindness 
that made the whole class 
happy, and it inspired more 
than a few fake coughing 
fi ts.
Bennett’s rituals taught 
many pract ical lessons, 
too. 
The morning classes 
e n j o y e d  a  m a nd at or y 
r e ad i n g  o f  t he  lu nc h 
menu: always be informed. 
Students faced push-ups as 
punishment for speaking 
the name of a rival school 
or cursing: don’t use foul 
language. Everyone had 
to have h is top but ton 
but toned and h is sh ir t 
tucked in: take pride in 
you r  appeara nce.  The 
class had to stand when an 
adult entered the room: be 
respectful.
Though t h is  column 
c e r t a i n l y  d o e s n ’ t  d o 
Bennett justice, hopefully 
it can spur in you a quick 
pause for refl ection. True, 
the world lost a great man. 
But because of how he 
lived his life, there are so 
many more great people 
still here.
As college students in the 
prime of our lives, it is easy 
to forget that eventually 
we all have an end, but it 
is worthwhile to consider 
what kind of people you 
will leave behind.  
College is the perfect 
time to think about this, 
because we are al l in a 
unique posit ion now to 
orient the rest of our lives.
Strive to put others fi rst, 
because when you’re gone, 
those ‘others’ will be the 
only ones left. 
Hopefully we can all be 
so lucky to leave behind 
people who give freely to 
the disadvantaged, respect 
their elders and are willing 
to fi ght for a butterscotch. 
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PETER 
SCHAEFFING 
Second-year 
economics 
student
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Election signals things to come
BURNING DOWN THE HOUSE
Democracy requires 
people do more than 
merely cast ballots
Now t he  nat ion ca n 
breathe a gigantic collective 
sigh of relief. Well, perhaps 
not that large of a sigh. 
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e 
framing your campaign 
memorabilia or desperately 
trying to scrape your losing 
candidate’s st icker from 
y o u r  c a r 
bumper,  it 
appears that 
the general 
c o n s e n s u s 
a m o n g 
Americans is 
that the end 
of elect ion 
season is a 
thing of joy 
and release 
— a catharsis 
that has been 
two years in 
the making. But before the 
adhesive of the “I Voted” 
stickers wears off, so will the 
general public’s enthusiasm 
for democracy. 
Many of the Obamaites 
will put their utter faith in 
him as if he were a savior. 
Complacency will set in 
now that inf luencing the 
government requires more 
effort than wearing a button 
or attending one rally.
Meanwhile, the wounded 
McCain men and women 
will shout with glee with 
every dip of the stock market 
and say “I told you so” when 
America does not magically 
become utopia on Jan. 21. 
However, it is entertaining 
to hear Republicans, who 
for years have attempted 
to create a monopoly on 
patriotism, planning their 
fl ight to Canada. I am by no 
means saying that a single 
president is unable to make 
a profound, potent ia l ly 
positive difference on the 
nat ion,  or t hat Obama 
will not. Just look at the 
last ing effects of FDR’s 
administration, for better 
or worse. 
However, voting is the 
most basic form of infl uence 
on government that citizens 
are afforded and our nation 
is not just out of our hands 
until mid-term elections. 
Accessing our legislators, 
both local and national, is an 
amazing way to ensure that 
our representatives know 
what their constituents are 
thinking and actually stand 
for the diverse viewpoints 
as well as possible. Helping 
elect someone gives you 
an automatic pass to be 
heard, at the very minimum 
by representatives’ office 
staffers. Letters, petitions, 
t ow n  h a l l  e ve nt s  a nd 
suggestions are how change 
is often enacted fi rst locally, 
and eventually globally. 
This grassroots model 
of infl uence that seemingly 
helped pre s ident-elec t 
Obama into the oval offi ce is 
one that Americans would be 
smart to hold onto. Change 
is not something that can 
be left to someone else. It 
is a personal responsibility 
to do something more than 
whine to friends when we 
see something in our society 
that is displeasing.
In fact, Obama aids are 
already “looking to temper 
hopes” of zealous supporters 
that the newly elected leader 
will solve every major issue 
of the nation overnight, 
according to the New York 
Times. Translation: there 
is no quick f ix and each 
and every one of us, party 
affiliation aside, still has a 
duty to participate in our 
democracy. 
This also goes for the 
many who did not vote for 
Obama, or did not get the 
senator or congressman 
they voted for into office. 
With a federal government 
that is no longer divided, 
dissenters will have to work 
extra hard to remind offi ce 
holders that there are many 
view points, none of which 
can be totally discounted. 
Exasperated Republicans, 
this means you. 
T he  b o t t o m  l i ne  i s 
that with the nation at a 
crossroads, now is not the 
time to let our political and 
patriotic fervor die down.  
ELLEN MEDER 
Second-year 
print 
journalism 
student
Voting baseline for involvement
About The Daily Gamecock
CONTACT INFORMATION
Oﬃ  ces located on the third ﬂ oor of the Russell House
Editor:  gamecockeditor@sc.edu
News:   sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu
Viewpoints:  sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu
Th e Mix:  sagcketc@mailbox.sc.edu
Sports: sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
Public Relations: gamecockpr@sc.edu
Online:  www.dailygamecock.com
Newsroom: 777-7726
Sports: 777-7182    
Editor’s Oﬃ  ce: 777-3914
Fax: 777-6482
The Daily Gamecock is 
the editorially independent 
student newspaper of the 
University of South Carolina. 
It is published daily during 
the fall and spring semesters 
and nine times during the 
summer with the exception of 
university holidays and exam 
periods. Opinions expressed 
in The Daily Gamecock are 
those of the editors or author 
and not those of the University 
of South Carolina. Th e Board 
of Student Publications 
and Communications is 
the publisher of The Daily 
Gamecock. Th e Department 
of Student Media is 
the newspaper’s parent 
organization. The Daily 
Gamecock is supported in 
part by student-activity fees. 
One free copy per reader. 
Additional copies may be 
purchased for $1 each from 
the Department of Student 
Media.
Editor
BRAD MAXWELL
Managing Editor
CALLI BURNETT
Copy Desk Chief
AMANDA DAVIS
Assistant Copy Desk Chief
PAUL BOWERS
Design Director
ELIZABETH HOWELL
Assistant Design Director
A.J. BIKOWSKI
News Editor
LIZ SEGRIST
Assistant News Editor
KARA APEL
Viewpoints Editor
JOSHUA RABON
Assistant Viewpoints Editor
DARREN PRICE
Th e Mix Editor
COLIN JONES
Assistant Mix Editor
ELLEN MEDER
Sports Editor
MICHAEL AGUILAR
Assistant Sports Editor
MICHAEL BAUMANN
Photo Editor
CHRISTINE GALLIGAN
Assistant Photo Editor
ALAN TAUBER
Copy Editors
EDDIE MANN, MEGAN 
VANDERSNICK, EMILY AHO, 
SARAH LADA, OLIVIA JONES, 
KENNY DORIAN, SARAH 
PETERMAN, LYDIA DISABATINO
Page Designers
MORGAN REID, LIZZIE 
ERICKSON, KERYN SENN, 
BOBBY SUTTON,  TAI VU, 
AMANDA SMITH, ALEX OTT, 
CAMILLE HOLLEMAN
Staﬀ  Writers
CHRIS COX, JOSH DAWSEY, 
HALEY DREIS, JIMMY 
GILMORE, SEAN GRUBER, 
DREW LATTIER, KYLE 
MOORES, MARIN MUELLER
Public Relations Director
CAM BYRD
Assistant PR Director
CHRISTINA STRITZINGER
Graduate Assistant
JESICA JOHNSON
Student Media Director
SCOTT LINDENBERG
Faculty Adviser
ERIK COLLINS
Creative Director
EDGAR SANTANA
Business Manager
CAROLYN GRIFFIN
Advertising Manager
SARAH SCARBOROUGH
Classiﬁ eds Manager
SHERRY F. HOLMES
Production Manager
C. NEIL SCOTT
Creative Services
KEVIN ARCHIE, A.J. 
BIKOWSKI, ASHLEY 
BLEWER-BUDNICK, KAILEY 
WARING, LIZZIE WILSON, 
TAI VU
Advertising
BEN CRANE, CARLY 
GALLAGHER, JULIE 
CANTER, JAYME 
PIGNTELLO, CANDACE 
REYNOLDS, MEGHAN 
TANKERSLY, LAUREN 
SPIRES, NATALIE HICKS
PAGE 7AThe Daily Gamecock  ●  FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2008
Delayed  t a l l ie s  f rom 
F l o r e n c e  C o u nt y  h a d 
Republican state Reps. Kris 
Crawford and Phillip Lowe 
easily keeping their seats, 
too.
T h e  S t a t e  E l e c t i o n 
Commission tally Thursday 
a l so  con f i r med  record 
turnout in terms of absolute 
numbers, with 1.9 million 
ballots cast. That was 75 
percent of the state’s 2.6 
million registered voters and 
short of 1992’s 80 percent 
participation record.
The turnout led to long 
lines that had legislators 
saying they’ll f ile bills to 
allow early voting in South 
Carolina. The state allows 
absentee voting for a variety 
of reasons, but not the early 
vot ing a l lowed in other 
states.
State Sen. Darrell Jackson 
said people should be able 
to go to the pol ls more 
t ha n t wo week s  before 
Election Day. “Early voting 
would be an effective tool 
in addressing long lines at 
polling places and making 
it  ea s ier  for  people  to 
participate in the election 
process,” Jackson said. But 
Jackson said the legislation 
he’ll file won’t include the 
same-day registration some 
other states employ.
T h e  E l e c t i o n 
Commission’s data a lso 
s how s  t h at  more  t h a n 
955,000 voters cast straight-
party t ickets. More than 
half of those were cast by 
Democrats and about 45 
percent by Republicans.
U.S. Senate candidate 
Bob Conley was counting 
on straight-t icket voters 
to beat Republican U.S. 
Sen. Lindsey Graham. On 
Thursday, Conley campaign 
m a n a g e r  L e e  G r i g g s 
conceded Conley lost and was 
busy packing up furniture, 
pulling campaign signs and 
closing the headquarters.
“We spent $50,000 or less 
for this campaign against 
four or fi ve million,” Griggs 
said. “I think we did a good 
job.”
But Conley was irksome 
for Democrats, including 
U.S. House Majority Whip 
Jim Clyburn, the state’s 
leading Democrat.
The 43-year-old North 
My r t le  Beach eng ineer 
and f light instructor got 
his start in polit ics with 
an unsuccessful bid as a 
Republican for an Indiana 
state legislative seat. Earlier 
this year, he was with the 
GOP as a Horry County 
e x e c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e 
member support ing Ron 
Paul for president. He ran 
as a Democrat in a primary 
contest of unknowns and 
won by around 1,000 votes.
Clyburn said “so long as I 
am active in the Democratic 
Party, that will never go 
HOUSE ● Continued from 5A
CHICAGO — Barack Obama is signaling 
a shift in tactics and temperament as he 
moves from candidate to president-elect, 
pick ing sharp-elbowed Washington 
insiders for top posts.
His choice Thursday for White House 
chief of staff — Rahm Emanuel , a fiery 
partisan who doesn’t mind breaking glass 
and hurting feelings — is a significant 
departure from the soft-spoken, low-key 
aides that “No-Drama Obama” surrounded 
h imsel f  w it h dur ing h is  campa ig n. 
And transition chief John Podesta , like 
Emanuel, is a former top aide to Bill 
Clinton and a tough partisan infighter, 
though less bombastic than the new chief 
of staff.
The selections are telling for Obama, 
who campaigned as a nontradit ional, 
almost “post-partisan” newcomer. People 
close to him say the selections show that 
Obama is aware of his weaknesses as 
well as his strengths and knows what he 
needs to be successful as he shifts from 
campaigning to governing.
“No one I know is better at getting 
things done than Rahm Emanuel,” said 
Obama, who also spoke by phone with 
nine world leaders Thursday.
Obama, who survived a long contest 
with Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton for 
the Democratic presidential nomination, 
also has made it clear he will rely heavily 
on veterans of her husband’s eight-year 
administrat ion, the only Democrat ic 
presidency in the past 28 years. Podesta 
was President Clinton’s chief of staff, 
and several other former Clinton aides 
are on Obama’s short lists for key jobs, 
Democratic officials say. Some of them 
helped write a large brief ing book on 
how to govern, assembled under Podesta’s 
supervision.
Oba ma h i m sel f  br i m s  w it h  se l f-
confi dence, to the point that some people 
view him as arrogant. But to a greater 
degree than many presidents, he appears 
willing to lean on Washington insiders 
associated with other politicians.
Still, he is also certain to bring to the 
White House a cadre of longtime aides.
Emanuel accepted Obama’s offer with 
a gesture of bipartisanship, addressing 
part of his statement to Republicans. 
“We often disagree, but I respect their 
motives,” Emanuel said. “Now is a time for 
unity, and, Mr. President-elect, I will do 
everything in my power to help you stitch 
together the frayed fabric of our politics, 
and help summon Americans of both 
parties to unite in common purpose.”
That would come as news to some 
Republicans.
In contrast to Obama’s collegial style 
and that of his top campaign advisers, 
Emanuel is known as a foul-mouthed 
practitioner of brass-knuckled politics who 
relishes both conf lict and publicity. He 
once mailed a dead fi sh to a political foe.
But he also earned a reputat ion for 
pragmatic effi ciency, whether the goal was 
winning House elections for Democrats 
or working with Republicans to enact 
Clinton’s centrist political agenda.
“Rahm knows Capitol Hill and has great 
political skills,” said Sen. Lindsey Graham, 
R-S.C. “He can be a tough partisan but also 
understands the need to work together.”
H o u s e  R e p u b l i c a n  l e a d e r  Jo h n 
Boehner of Ohio was less kind. He called 
his appointment an “ironic choice for 
a president-elect who has promised to 
change Washington, make politics more 
civil and govern from the center.”
Democrats say Obama is self-assured 
enough to acknowledge his limitations by 
the appointments he makes.
“I know what I’m good at. I know what 
I’m not good at. I know what I know, and 
I know what I don’t know,” Obama once 
told Pete Rouse as he prepared to move 
up from Illinois state senator to the U.S. 
Senate.
Thus, when Obama was elected to the 
Senate, he picked Rouse, a press-averse 
former top aide to Senate Majority Leader 
Tom Daschle , to run his Capitol Hill 
office. When Obama embarked on his 
presidential campaign, he chose advisers 
with presidential campaign experience like 
the studious David Plouffe as campaign 
manager and the even-keeled Dav id 
Axelrod as chief strategist.
Axelrod is likely to get a job as a top 
adviser at the White House, and Robert 
Gibbs is the likely pick for press secretary. 
Gibbs  ha s  been Oba ma’s  long t ime 
spokesman and confi dant, at his side from 
his 2004 Senate campaign through the 
long days on the presidential campaign 
trail.
In Emanuel, Obama has chosen a fellow 
Chicagoan who intimately knows both the 
White House and Congress, as a former 
polit ical and policy aide for President 
Clinton and a current Illinois congressman 
who is the No. 4 Democrat in the House.
Obama frequently sought Emanuel’s 
adv ice dur ing the president ia l race, 
according to one campaign offi cial.
Emanuel said he weighed family and 
political considerations before accepting 
t he job on Thursday,  accord ing to 
Democrat ic  of f ic ia l s  who spoke on 
condition of anonymity to avoid angering 
Obama. He w i l l  have to resign h is 
congressional seat and put aside hopes of 
becoming speaker of the House.
With the select ion, Democrats say 
Obama seemed to recognize he may have 
his work cut out for him in taming the 
House: Liberals may try to push their own 
agenda, not necessarily Obama’s. They 
say Emanuel is someone who not only can 
stand up to Congress but also maneuver 
through it to achieve a chief executive’s 
goals.
A nd, Emanuel prov ides something 
Obama lacks — a temperament and 
willingness to snarl, even at his boss’ 
allies.
To varying degrees, the party’s liberals 
and labor leaders are wary of Emanuel. He 
helped Clinton push the North American 
Free Trade Agreement through the House, 
angering the left.
Nonetheless, Democrats praised the 
selection. Said Sen. Charles Schumer , 
D-N.Y.: “He is the perfect choice. He 
knows the Hill, he knows substance, he 
knows politics, and most importantly, he 
can get the job done.”
Even before Tuesday’s election, Obama 
had turned to Podesta to start laying the 
foundation of an Obama administration. 
His role became offi cial Wednesday with 
the announcement that he, along with 
Rouse and close Obama family friend 
Valerie Jarrett would lead the transfer 
of power and chair a transition advisory 
board stocked with longtime Democratic 
Party hands.
Separately on Thursday, Obama met 
privately at the FBI offi ce in Chicago with 
U.S. intelligence officials, preparing to 
become commander in chief. He received 
his fi rst president’s daily brief, a document 
written mostly by the Central Intelligence 
Agency and including the most critical 
overnight intelligence. It is accompanied by 
a briefi ng from top intelligence offi cials.
Later, Obama met with his transition 
team leaders who are tasked with building 
his entire administration in 10 weeks.
Obama advisers said the president-elect 
was emphasizing care over speed, with no 
plans to announce Cabinet positions this 
week.
Names of people sa id to be under 
consideration by the transition team spread 
through the rumor mill. Some Democrats 
say retired Marine Gen. James Jones was 
being discussed as secretary of state. Also, 
former Secretary of State Colin Powell , a 
Republican who endorsed Obama, was said 
to be interested in becoming education 
secretary.
Oba ma ha s  i nd icated  he’d  l i ke  a 
bipartisan Cabinet, and Republicans who 
are potential candidates include Nebraska 
Sen. Chuck Hagel and Indiana Sen. 
Richard Lugar .
The president-elect planned his first 
public appearances since his victory for 
Friday, a meeting with economic advisers 
followed by a news conference. Obama and 
his wife, Michelle , also planned to visit 
the White House on Monday at President 
Bush’s invitation.
Obama planned to stay home through 
the weekend, with a blackout on news 
announcements so that he and his staff 
can rest after a grueling campaign and 
the rush of their win Tuesday night. He 
is planning a family getaway to Hawaii in 
December before they move to the White 
House — and to honor his grandmother, 
who died Sunday at her home there.
Obama’s choice for chief of staﬀ  
signals shift in temperament
Liz Sidoti &
Nedra Pickler
Th e Associated Press
Emanuel brings ‘ﬁ ery’ edge, 
experience to future Cabinet
Charles Rex Arbogast/ The Associated Press
 Rep. Rahm Emanuel, D-Ill., left, huddles with Sen. Barack Obama, D-Ill. in 
Chicago. President-elect Barack Obama chose Emanual to be his White House chief 
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To say that “Zack and Miri Make a Porno” is Kevin 
Smith’s most mature work as a fi lmmaker may inspire a 
double take; how can a movie from a fi lmmaker that has so 
delightfully fl aunted raunchiness for 14 years come close 
to mature?
Looking back at “Clerks,” or even “Dogma,” it’s easy to 
see that Smith has undergone a metamorphosis. He has 
become more in control of himself visually as a fi lmmaker, 
taking more care in his shots and his overall direction, and 
he’s brought the amount of rambling in his scripts down 
signifi cantly.
And yet, there’s something about “Zack and Miri” that 
doesn’t feel like Smith. Though his perennial regulars 
Jeff Anderson and Jason Mewes play off his distinct 
characterizations with relative ease, he yanks most of his 
cast from the Judd Apatow troupe, and as a result the fi lm 
feels more Apatow-Lite than pure Smith.
Maybe it’s his almost painful effort to make “Zack and 
Miri” a genuinely “sweet-naughty” adult comedy, but too 
much of the fi lm lacks Smith’s typical fl ourishes and in the 
end he forgoes creativity for an almost boring color-by-
number narrative.
Smith wrote the part of Zack specifi cally for Seth Rogen, 
who continues to blossom into one of comedy’s most 
unexpectedly charming leading men. He embodies Smith’s 
typical persona — a scruffy-around-the-edges soul doing 
his best to get by. No matter how much profanity Rogen 
spits out, he always manages to make his character feel 
warm.
It helps that he and Elizabeth Banks work so well 
together. Banks remains a very underrated and underused 
comedy actress, though her barrage of roles in the coming 
months suggest that may change rapidly.  
In a cast full of reliable male comedic talent, Banks makes 
B a u m e r,  a  p o p  r o c k 
e l e c t r o n i c  b a n d  f r o m 
Columbia, is calling it quits 
after four years, two recorded 
albums through Eyebal l 
Records , heavy touring and 
the compilation of a large 
and dedicated fan base. 
A f t e r  s i x  m o nt h s  o f 
discussing the possibility 
of break ing up, Baumer 
announced t he break up 
to the general publ ic in 
October. Though the band 
members are still passionate 
about making music they 
have decided that a steadier 
career i s  possibly more 
reasonable than continuing 
on permanently as recording 
artists. 
Chad Rochester (bass, 
synthesizer, vocals), who 
just received his acceptance 
let ter to USC, is  going 
back to school as a second-
semester freshman to study 
E n g l i s h .  Nat e  B o y k i n 
(vocals, synthesizer, guitar), 
who just took the GRE, 
is trying to get into grad 
school for arch itecture. 
Kenny McWilliams (guitar, 
vocals) will be finishing up 
his last semester at Columbia 
Internat ional Universit y 
and Josh Kean (drums) will 
continue to pursue his career 
in music. 
“This was a half-a-year 
decision [and] the things 
that both us and the label 
had hoped would happen for 
the record didn’t happen,” 
Rochester said. “It came 
down to either recording a 
new record or [shopping] for 
a new label, and that is a long 
road, and nobody had the 
energy to keep going.”
Steve Colman, a third-year 
marketing student, has been 
a fan of Baumer since early 
last semester and was shocked 
by the announcement that 
Baumer was breaking up.
“[Baumer] is refreshing 
because they weren’t your 
stereotypical local band,” 
Colman said. “Me and my 
friends were looking forward 
to going to more shows this 
year.”
Baumer will be playing 
its fi nal show at Headliners 
Friday at 8 p.m and tickets 
are $12. Noises Ten and 
Parachute Musical will open 
the show. 
Baumer, with loads of 
merchandise left over from 
last summer and no need 
to keep it around, will have 
Back by popular demand, the Trans-Siberian Orchestra 
will be in Columbia in time to kick off the holiday season 
with performances Sunday at the Colonial Life Arena. 
TSO’s orchestral rock music and light show is best 
experienced live. Known as “the biggest and boldest rock 
show on the planet,” the band is made up of some of the 
most talented musicians and singers from around the 
world.
Its 2007 winter tour was its most successful — in 10 
short weeks, the group played to more than 1.2 million 
fans and generated $44 million. 
In the first half of the light show, TSO performs 
“Christmas Eve and Other Stories,” complete with a 
narrator. The second half is a rock concert including 
songs from the band’s other recordings and previews of 
selections not yet released.
Violinist Micah Gangwer, a third-year music graduate 
student, was contracted to play when TSO came to 
the Colonial Life Arena last year. His brother Seth 
also performs with the TSO regionally in Nashville, 
Memphis and Atlanta.
Gangwer said his experience with the TSO wasn’t very 
different from other gigs and orchestral performances he 
has played in.
“I’m not sure how different it is,” Gangwer said. “I 
mean, you show up for the rehearsal in the morning. It’s 
pretty straightforward.”
He said he might have enjoyed the experience more if 
he was watching the show as opposed to participating in 
both performances.
Producer, composer and lyricist Paul O’Neill started 
the band with a symphonic rock concept, meshing 
his love of classical music, rock operas, edge-pushing 
progressive rock, Broadway shows, heavy metal and the 
classic literature of Charles Dickens and Victor Hugo.
“When I started the band, I wanted to take the very 
best of all the forms of music I grew up on and merge 
them into a new style,” O’Neill said in a news release. 
“I wanted a full hard rock band and a full orchestra and 
I wanted multiple lead singers, each with a different 
strength — a super group that could be able to go 
anywhere musically and vocally. Creating contrasting 
musical moods to move listeners emotionally as we tell a 
story — that’s the whole M.O. of TSO.”
Having grown up in a large Irish-American family, 
O’Neill developed his Celtic inf luences with his love 
for experimental and progressive rock from artists like 
Emerson, Lake, Palmer and Pink Floyd.
“I had the benefi t of growing up in New York City,” 
continues O’Neill, “with a wide ranging world of musical 
infl uences all around me... and as a guitar player, I always 
loved the visceral power of loud rock, so metal had to be 
in the musical mix.”
O’Neill always felt the need to create a show that would 
connect his love for the many genres.
“The band needed to be big enough, with enough 
sounds and vocal textures at our disposal to tackle 
the task,” O’Neill said. “The contrast we could create 
between the hard rock pieces, then full on orchestra 
followed by a solo voice and keyboard made each resulting 
piece have more emotional impact. This is how we 
arrived at TSO.”
Gangwer suggested that concertgoers should be sure 
to arrive early due to parking availability during the 
shows.
“There’s always [a lot] of people at those shows,” 
Gangwer said. “The Colonial Life Center was packed.”
Doors open an hour prior to the event and ticket prices 
range from $18 to $53.50. 
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Rock ensemble returns to Columbia
Trans-Siberian Orchestra provides grand experience, 
fuses metal, classical, holiday styles in performance
Haley Dreis
STAFF WRITER
Jimmy Gilmore
STAFF WRITER
‘Zack and Miri’ plot proves cliché 
Baumer calls it quits
After four-year run, 
Columbia band 
has fi nal show
Shelby Sachs
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Composer Paul O’Neill draws from many musical infl uences 
to create an original rock experience, which began in 1996. 
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
Special to  THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Baumer will have their fi nal show at Headliners on Friday.
Smith’s latest feature more mature, but less inspired 
than likes of original fi lms such as ‘Clerks,’ ‘Dogma’
Courtesy of The Weinstein Company
Seth Rogan and Elizabeth Banks co-star in Kevin Smith’s latest fi lm as friends in desparate need of some extra cash.
ZACK AND MIRI ● 9A BAUMER ● 9A
“ Zach and Miri Make a Porno”
★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
Run Time: 101 minutes
Director: Kevin Smith
Actors: Seth Rogan, Elizabeth Banks, Craig Robinson
Rating: R for strong crude sexual content including 
dialogue, graphic nudity and pervasive language. 
“An adventure is only an inconvenience rightly considered. 
An inconvenience is an adventure wrongly considered.” 
— G. K. Chesterton 
Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The experience-enhancing lighting, sound and stage effects have become the trademark of the Trans-Siberian Orchestra’s internationally acclaimed preformances. 
deals for fans who attend the show as a fi nal 
farewell and “thank you” for supporting 
them throughout the past four years.
“The first 100 people will get a CD, 
and then there will be 100 more to sell for 
cheap,” Rochester said. “We have so much 
merchandise, that we will sell T-shirts for 
like $7.”
The concert itself is sure to be not only 
bittersweet, but also unforgettable. The 
band intends to play a lot of older songs 
for fans who have been with them since 
the beginning, along with two new songs 
that are not on the record. Even those have 
never heard of Baumer are encouraged to 
come out to enjoy the fi nal show.
“I will be at the show on Friday night 
[and] I would encourage everyone to come 
out and support their last show,” said Haley 
Hendrix, a third-year sociology student. 
“They are a unique band with a different 
kind of sound [and] it is never too late to 
become a Baumer fan.” 
Contrary to the play’s title, Workshop 
Theatre’s “Table Manners” tells a story that 
is far from the propriety the name implies. 
Norman, the lead character played by 
George Dinsmore, faces an identity crisis 
in an unhappy marriage whilst try ing 
to seduce his two sister-in-laws. Like 
both of the female relatives he attempts 
to entice, Norman feels unfulfilled and 
unappreciated.
As the curtain rises, “Perhaps” by Cake 
resounds throughout the theater. This song 
sums up the atmosphere of the play, which 
keeps the audience wondering if Norman 
will succeed? At times Norman appears as an 
idealist trapped in a dull life and deserving 
of romance, while at others, Norman is 
downright disrespectful and unlikable.
Dinsmore’s lead can also be moderately 
annoying, though he provides a majority of 
the play’s jokes. 
The play, billed as a British comedy, has 
a few laugh-out-loud moments that director 
Glenn Farr described as “gut-busting.” 
The cast does a good job of carrying out 
the subtle humor in a way that is not over-
annunciated or pronounced.
The play’s love triangles serve as the basis 
of the plot and the humor.
“The comedy in the show arises from 
drama in the relationships,” Farr said. 
This is a common theme among plays 
written by A lan Ayckbourn, who Farr 
referred to as “a British Neil Simon.”
Ayckbourn wrote the play in Britain 
in the early 1970s. Though it takes place 
almost forty years ago, the play is written 
is relevant today and does not feel out of 
date. The play’s old-fashioned language and 
phrases do not date it, but rather simply 
make it seem more British.
The cast’s pseudo-British accents, though 
greatly varied, are well done for the most 
part. Sarah Degn, who plays the younger 
sister-in-law Annie, has excellent presence 
and sounds a bit like Keira Knightley. The 
other sister-in-law, also named Sarah, played 
by Tiffany Dinsmore, puts on a very high-
pitched, shrill voice that fi ts her character 
but is sometimes diffi cult to understand.
The actors work well together and their 
relationships are portrayed well, making 
them believable.
The youngest of the cast is Josh Bennett, 
a first-year law student at USC. Bennett 
plays Tom, the man who loves Annie but 
can’t bring himself to tell her. Bennett, 22, 
said that working on this play has been very 
enjoyable.
“Even though it is from the ‘70s, it seems 
modern,” said Bennett.
The play takes place in a family dining 
room, which consists of a well-made set 
complete with dining tables and china. 
Even though the scenery is monotonous, 
the play, for the most part, doesn’t feel dull 
or repetitive.
Farr said the play contains a lot of double 
entendre and innuendo, making it very 
smart and surprisingly bawdy. When it 
comes to the basics of Brit ish comedy, 
“Table Manners” delivers a befi tting dose.
“Table Manners” runs at Workshop 
Theatre through Nov. 15. Tickets are $12 
for students and the curtain time is 8 p.m. 
except for a 3 p.m. matinee Nov. 9. 
PAGE 9AThe Daily Gamecock  ●  FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2008
t he biggest  impression. 
The chemistry between the 
two is often spot-on and 
charming, even in the fi lm’s 
most obvious moments.
The best parts of “Zack 
and Miri,” perhaps oddly 
e nou g h ,  a r e  w he n  t he 
leads are try ing to write 
and direct their porno, not 
particularly because of how 
juvenile and obscene it can 
be, but because beneath it 
all Smith has crafted a deft 
salute to the creative art of 
fi lmmaking.
“Zack and Miri” is at its 
best when it delves into the 
juvenile humor. The only 
banter Smith could use less 
of is his vain stab at racist 
humor, as if the fabulous 
Craig Robinson existed in 
the fi lm only to give Smith 
a chance to use obvious and 
cringe-worthy color jokes.
Even at a brisk 101 minutes, 
the fi lm feels thin. Moving 
along an utterly predictable 
plotline, Smith tries to go 
for the heart in the fi nal reel 
and comes up empty. It’s as 
if Smith is afraid, or perhaps 
incapable, of pitting genuine 
emotion against the lewd.
His screenplay turns away 
f rom the zest that helps 
bolster his fi lm and sustain 
entertainment. Giving over 
to the stereotypical romance 
plotline may make his film 
flow and resolve easier, but 
it comes dangerously close 
to betraying the creativity in 
the fi rst acts.
If “Zack and Miri” comes 
off as Smith’s most mature 
work as a f i lmmaker,  it 
nevertheless feels like one of 
his least-inspired efforts as a 
writer. 
ZACK AND MIRI ● Continued 
from 8A
BAUMER ● Continued from 8A
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
Local play garners laughs
Ashley Warren
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
‘Table Manners’ features British 
humor, relationship drama
Courtesy of Worshop Theater
Sarah Degn, Tiffany Dinsmore, George Dinsmore and Scott Means star in”Table Manners.”
This week’s award for Most Clueless 
Network goes to ABC. It takes a lot of 
work to wrestle that crown from NBC. 
But by abruptly cutting short a lesbian 
story line on “Grey’s Anatomy,” ABC has 
managed it.
Entertainment Weekly’s Michael Ausiello 
reported Monday that “Grey’s Anatomy” (9 
p.m. EST Thursday) has been ordered to 
end the short romance between Dr. Callie 
Torres (Sara Ramirez) and Dr. Erica Hahn 
(Brooke Smith). Smith’s character wasn’t 
properly written out or given any closure; 
she just walks to her car in Thursday’s 
episode and is never seen again, the actress 
told Ausiello in an interview.
Melissa George’s new character, Sadie, 
who arrives Nov. 13, is bisexual.
However, it’s one thing to say a character 
is bisexual, and it’s another to give that 
character a full and rich romantic life.
We’ll have to see what happens with 
Sadie, who is an old friend of Meredith’s 
(Ellen Pompeo) and who is set to be around 
for 11 episodes.
Ausiello says the pressure to end the 
Callie-Erica romance and tone down all 
things gay or bisexual did not come from 
“Grey’s” creator Shonda Rhimes — he 
reports that the directive came from ABC 
executives.
Rhimes issued a statement Monday 
even ing at t r ibut ing t he qu ick end 
of the Callie-Erica relationship to bad 
“chemistry.”
“Brooke Smith was obviously not fi red 
for playing a lesbian,” Rhimes said in a 
statement released by ABC. “Clearly it’s not 
an issue as we have a lesbian character on 
the show — Calliope Torres. Sara Ramirez 
is an incredible comedic and dramatic 
actress, and we wanted to be able to play up 
her magic. Unfortunately, we did not fi nd 
that the magic and chemistry with Brooke’s 
character would sustain in the long run.”
Does no one at ABC recall the enormous 
controversy over the gay slur uttered by 
former cast member Isaiah Washington? 
Why would ABC be so heavy-handed with 
a show that has already found itself under 
fi re for insensitivity to gays and lesbians?
I n  a ny  c a se ,  t h i s  s igh- i nduc i ng 
development rises above the level of the 
usual “Grey’s” brouhaha. On the surface, 
this seems like a network suddenly deciding 
that lesbians are scary and threatening and 
that America can’t handle them.
Seriously? 
‘Grey’s’ to lose 
taboo plot line
Courtesy of ABC.com
Sara Ramirez will remain on the show, 
but the relationship plot will drop.
Maureen Ryan
MCT Campus
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@
sc.edu
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@
sc.edu
ABC executives cut lesbian relationship 
from popular hospital drama
??????????
???? ??
???
???????????????? ?
??????????
???????????????????????????????
Copyright © 2008 Merck & Co., Inc. All rights reserved. 20806412(8)-10/08-GRD
?????????????????????
??????????????
Large Stuffed Crust Pizza (3-Toppings)
+ 10 WingStreet
?
 Wings
$1999
Pizza & Wings
®
????????????????
??????????????????
????????????????
Pizza & Pasta
®
20 WingStreet? Wings
????????????
??????????????????
??????????????????????????????
Large 1-Topping Pizza
+ (1) Large Tuscani Pasta
$2499
3 Types of Wings
8 different sauces
??????????????????????
???????????????????
?
?
?
??
??
??
??
??
??
?
??
??
??
?
?
?
??
??
??
??
??
??
?
??
??
??
?
?
??
??
??
??
??
??
?
?
?
?
?????????????
???????
?
?
?????????????
??????
?
?
?????????????
Expires:
11/30/08
Delivery charges may apply.  Limited Delivery area. One 
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$1099

Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / Th e Daily Gamecock
PhD ◆ By Jorge Chan
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Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / Th e Daily Gamecock
The Scene
USC@
HOROSCOPES
1234567890-=
ALL FOR FREE
2 p.m., $5.50
Nickelodeon Theater, 937 Main St.
TODAY
HELLBOY II: THE GOLDEN ARMY
6 p.m., free
RH Theater
PINEAPPLE EXPRESS
9 p.m., free
RH Theater
WUSC FALL FUNDRAISER W/ DEADBEATS, 
BLASTOIDS, THE BALKANS, CARNIVORES 
7:30 p.m., $5 over 21/ $7 under
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
BAUMER, THE NOISES 10, PARACHUTE 
MUSICAL
8 p.m., $10
Headliners, 700 Gervais St.
TOMORROW
VANITIES
8 p.m., $5
USC’s Lab Theatre, on Sumter St
JOURNEY THROUGH THE CLASSICS
7:30 p.m., $16
Koger Center, 1051 Greene St.
CHOKE
6 p.m. and 8 p.m., $5.50
Nickelodeon Theater, 937 Main St.
LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS
8 p.m., $18
Town Theater 
 ARIES  Hide away in 
your room and give yourself 
some private time. You can 
sleep, if appropriate. That 
work s .  Rest  and rega in 
your sense of humor and 
imagination.
TAURUS Loved ones 
of loved ones turn out to 
be some of your very best 
friends. Get together with 
family for a wonderful time.
GEM INI  I t ’s  not 
what you say, it’s what you 
do. You’re great at many 
different things. You have 
tons of natural talent.
C A NC ER  You’r e 
lucky now, but don’t take a 
risk regarding your work. A 
last-minute change causes 
a major glitch. Don’t leave 
early. 
LEO Don’t promise your 
loved ones anything you can’t 
afford to get. You’d love to 
make them happy, of course. 
If you can manage, you can 
always surprise them later. If 
not, no harm done.
VIRGO Let somebody 
else carry part of the load for 
you now. This job has turned 
out to be more diffi cult than 
you thought it would be. 
LIBRA A comforting 
conversation leads to new 
hope and a few new ideas. 
This is good, because once 
your imagination is sparked, 
you’ll come up with a lot of 
more ideas on your own.
S C OR PIO  Yo u r 
sweetheart wants to make 
you happy, but in doing 
so could wreck the budget 
you’ve so carefully built and 
maintained.
SAGIT TA RIUS 
Before you go racing off to 
buy something new to spruce 
up your decor, dig around in 
the garage, basement, attic 
or wherever you hide cool 
stuff from last year and the 
year before.
C A P R I C O R N 
Allow your imagination to 
wander pretty much without 
restraint. You hardly ever 
do that, but this time it’ll be 
OK. There’s a really crazy 
idea out there, waiting for 
you to fi nd it.
AQUARIUS Because 
of a few amazing things 
you’ve done in the past, you 
may qualify to take on more 
responsibility. If you do it, at 
least make sure you get an 
increase in status.
PISCES Accept an offer 
to go somewhere and do 
something, but not during 
working hours. Your absence 
would be missed. Also, don’t 
talk back to the boss. Be 
respectful. 
ACROSS 
1 Freezes
10 Crenshaw or casaba
15 1965 hit by the 
Zombies
16 Where Aesop 
shopped?
17 Backing
18 __ Gras
19 Zodiac butter?
20 NASA's ISS partner
21 Melatonin gland
22 Warriors' org.
23 Argue noisily
25 Fleur-de-__
26 Draw forth
28 Nest-egg initials
29 Writing-on-the-wall 
word
30 Excavated again
31 Financial specialist
33 Spar alone?
35 Pool game
38 Insults wittily
42 WWII milestone
43 Linguistics suffi x
44 Exam cramming
45 Sundial three
46 Annoyed
48 Nashville-based 
awards org.
49 Six feet of water
51 Curly poker?
52 911 responder
53 "That is to say..."
54 Retaliation
57 "Odyssey" sorceress
58 Make slender
59 Exalt to the heav-
ens
60 Cut
DOWN
1 Less fl exible
2 Rationally 
defensible
3 Children's card 
game
4 Arafat's org. for 36 
years
5 Wall St. unit
6 Skip out on
7 Tax act letters
8 1993 Playmate of 
the Year
9 Boxer or pug
10 First Lady of the 
'50s
11 Alaska's fi rst 
governor
12 Marilyn's blonde 
part?
13 Confers holy orders 
upon
14 Carpenter's tool
21 Second course?
23 Isle of __
24 Canine warning
27 Undemanding
29 2014
31 Dutch cheeses
32 Seeped
34 Crosswise, 
nautically
35 Imposing structure
36 Ugandan despot
37 Old-fashioned 
footwear
39 Comment to a sun 
worshiper
40 Having buds
41 Dealt with fl ies
44 Sailor's jacket
46 Hive product
47 Keno's cousin
50 Unrespected writer
54 Univ. employees
55 Prov. bordering NY
56 Wish otherwise
11/07/08
Solutions from 11/06/08
11/07/08
1 2 3 4
for 11/06/08
November 7th @ 8:30
$5 at the door
All proceeds go to BGSLA
P.T.’s Cabaret
1101 Harden St in 5ptsPerformances by Kiki DeVille, Alexia Valentine, Justin Case and introducing Fiona Cox
Hosted by Carla Cox
classifieds
Place a Classified ad: p 803-777-3888 • f 803-777-6482 • www.dailygamecock.com
E-mail: sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu • Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line
Noon, 1 business day prior to publication
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost
Additional Info
DEADLINE Additional options
Line classified ad rates
Major credit cards accepted
Apartments
Subleaser Needed for Olympia Mills - 
Spring sem. furn apt BR set incld 
$416.67 + $25 cable & elec. M/F.
Call Ian @ 864-609-7903 for info.
Efficiency 1&2 BRS Start at $700
All utilities, cable, high speed Internet
$100 sec. deposit/1 mo. free with a 
12 MO. LEASE Cornell Arms 799-1442
Roommates
F/subleaser needed for Spring semes-
ter Pointe West 4BR 2BA $455/mo util 
incld & furn. Call 864-901-5427
Housing-Rent
Awesome Condo for Lease!! Great Lo-
cation 2BR/2BA condo avail. now. 6-12 
m lease. $1300 + $1000 dep + util. NO 
PETS. Call Patti @ 540-1895
Great location 1116 Woodrow St.
Lg duplex 3BR 2BA w/d CH&A 1 yr 
lease. Deposit + first mo. $1050/mo + 
util. No pets 803-933-9017 or 
803-467-3142  803-546-8388
1730 Greene (near nursing school cam-
pus) 2BR $610, 1BR $410. also 4Br. 
home. 301 S. Edisto $1195.799-9483. 
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
SHANDON - 4BR 2BA hdwd flrs big 
rooms 3/4 mile to USC  fenced yard pets 
ok $1345. 318-0729
ROSEWOOD AREA
House for rent 2BR 1BA CH&A. Big 
backyard, pets allowed w/deposit. 1 year 
lease is req. $695  + $695/security dep. 
Available 11/15/08 for further info or to 
scheduled a time to see this house call 
Steve @ 429-9792.
ROSEWOOD
3BR 2BA home. Playroom & lg deck 
$1000/mo. The Wolfe Co. 771-4567
For Sale
IN THE DOOR TICKETS - 
Sports - Concerts - Theater 
We buy & Sell tickets to: NFL MLB 
NCAA football Masters NBA Nascar 
BCS Bowl Games & many more... Con-
tact us at  www.inthedoortickets.com
Help Wanted
Sales Agent Recruiter for Bankers Life & 
Casualty Co. Earn $400-$1600/mo work-
ing Pt as a recruiter for a busy insurance 
sales office. No experience necessary 
and training is provided. Candidate must 
have basic computer knowledge and 
strong phone skills. Contact 
Brenna Stogner at 798-4450 or email
brenna.stogner@bankerslife.com to 
apply! EOC M/F/H/D RA 06-034
Help Wanted
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp 
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
PT REAL ESTATE ASSISTANT.
Experience the real world! Need PT 
personal asst. to Columbia’s Biggest 
Realtor. Learn Real Estate Develop-
ment/Sales from the ground up 
Once in a life time opportunity. 
Joe Hawk 361-2461
Help Wanted
Child Care
Babysitter Needed - 2 children (3&5 
y.o) one evening a week (4-8). $10/hr 
Ed. maj preferred. In Shandon 376-6060
Help Wanted
Afterschool
Programs
Full & PT positions available in our pre-
school and after-school care program. 
Flexible hours and days. All majors en-
couraged to apply.  We are located ten 
minutes from campus, Trenholm Rd 
Methodist 254-9848
Help Wanted
Restaurants
CALIFORNIA CHICKEN GRILL 
Hiring all positions. A
Apply in person 701 Gervais St.
Pasta Fresca seeking PM Host/Cashier
Must be available Tuesdays or Thurs-
days and the Weekend. We are looking 
for someone who will be able to work 
over winter break and Thanksgiving. 
Apply in person after 3pm 7/days/wk at 
3405 Forest Drive.
Moe’s Southwestern Grill Lexington & 
Irmo (12 @ Lake Murray Blvd) locations 
only. Now hiring Managers, Assistant 
Managers, Line Cooks, and Cashiers. 
Management Experience not necessary. 
Flexible schedules Salary + Benefits 
for Managers. Email: 
josh@moescolumbia.net 
or apply in person.
ZA’S BRICK OVEN - Now hiring Host-
esses, kitchen staff  & Servers with day-
time availability. Apply in person 3-5pm 
2930 Devine St.
Help Wanted
Restaurants
PT Grille Cook--please apply in 
person @ 1620 Pendleton St. and 
put attn to Stacey on the applica-
tion. Evening hours M-Thurs 
from 4pm-10pm (will be flexible) 
and no weekends. Must be able 
to pass drug and background 
check. $7.50-8/hr.
Services
Serious financial problems? 
Confidential bankruptcy advice. 
Start fresh. Free consultations. 779-1700
www.MatthewsandMegna.com
PREGNANT,  NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165
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 It’s not common for a defensive lineman to fi nd 
himself with the football in his hands during a 
game, and it’s even rarer for there to be open fi eld 
with which to run the ball towards the opponent’s 
end zone. However, in September 2007 USC tackle 
Nathan Pepper was in just that position. 
Up to that point, Pepper had distinguished himself 
in his South Carolina career. Coming out of Greenville 
High School as the reigning Class AAA Defensive 
Player of the Year after a senior season that saw him 
record 90 tackles, 13 sacks and earn a nod as a South 
Carolina Top 20 Prospect as rated by Rivals.com, 
Pepper saw action at defensive end in nine games as a 
true freshman, and even handled the short snapping 
duties in the historic 30-22 home victory over Florida 
that season — coach Steve Spurrier’s fi rst win against 
his old team and the program’s first win over the 
Gators since becoming a member of the Southeastern 
Conference in 1992. 
As a sophomore in 2006, Pepper, after winning 
the Carolina Hustle Award for the defense in spring 
practice, led the Carolina interior line in tackles with 
25 and also had an interception, sack and fumble 
recovery on the season, as Carolina went 7-5 and won 
the Liberty Bowl. 
Heading into his junior year in 2007, Pepper won 
the Joe Morrison Award as the best defensive player 
in spring practice. Pepper started off the season well, 
and in the third game against South Carolina State 
at Williams-Brice Stadium he picked off Bulldog 
quarterback Cleveland McCoy , rumbling 19 yards for 
his fi rst career touchdown and in the process ending 
his season. 
“It was rough, going from such a high of scoring a 
touchdown to such a low of having my season ended. 
It still felt good though, scoring and helping our team 
win a game,” Pepper said.
Pepper blew out his left knee while crossing the 
goal line, and while the Gamecocks would win 38-3 to 
improve to 3-0 on the season, Pepper’s season-ending 
surgery would prove to be a major blow as the team 
would suffer major diffi culties stopping the run the 
rest of the season, fi nishing a disappointing 6-6 and 
failing to be chosen for a bowl game.
Fast forward a bit more than a year later, and Pepper, 
at full strength after a long rehabilitation period, is 
playing like the injury never even happened — as a key 
component of the revitalized defense, among 
the nation’s most dominant and 
the key to Carolina’s 6-3 record.
“It was tough getting back,” 
Pepper said. “I was rehabbing two 
to three times almost everyday, 
tak ing maybe Saturdays and 
Sundays off. I was doing pool 
workouts, pulling the Gator, riding 
the bike, stuff like that. Through 
the whole thing, I just knew I had 
to come out and go everyday; every 
single day I just had to go out and hit it.” 
“He [Pepper] worked hard and did everything we 
asked of him, and he’s gotten back to full speed because 
of it,” Carolina defensive line coach Brad Lawing said. 
Along the way, there were tough points for Pepper, 
one being unable to travel with the team to Arkansas, 
as he stayed behind in Columbia and watched Heisman 
Trophy runner-up Darren McFadden and Felix Jones, 
both of whom were fi rst round picks in the NFL Draft 
this past April, combine for 524 rushing yards, in the 
Razorbacks 48-36 win in Fayetteville, Ark. — the 
most rushing yards ever gained by an SEC team in a 
conference game, with McFadden’s 323 alone setting 
SEC and school records. 
“I stayed home and watched the game with the other 
guys who were out, Jordin Lindsey, Dustin [Lindsey] 
and Jasper [Brinkley],” Pepper said. “It was frustrating 
not being able to play and help.”
The run defense would continue to feel the loss of 
MAKING UP FOR 
LOST TIME
James Kratch
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Defensive lineman Nathan Pepper comes back 
in full force after 2007 season injury
COMEBACK •4B
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Alabama, Texas Tech, Penn State take on tough opponents in hopes of hanging to championship chances
BCS title game on line this weekend
With one late second touchdown catch by Michael 
Crabtree , Texas Tech leapfrogged Texas to become the 
darlings of college football. If we all have seen and heard 
how good Texas Tech is then surely both teams involved 
in Saturday’s game have heard as well. Texas Tech for the 
second week in a row will face a top ten team with an offense 
that can compete with theirs. Texas Tech will need to block 
out the memories of last week and focus on the Cowboys 
of Oklahoma State if they hope to remain unbeaten. The 
Cowboys have one the most dynamic offenses in the 
country with a spread passing attack and one of the best 
running games in the country. Texas Tech has long been 
criticized for its lack of defense; however, with the energy 
of the crowd last weekend the Red Raiders surprised some 
viewers with their ability to make plays. It is very hard for a 
team to get itself mentally prepared to play the two biggest 
games in school history back to back. While Texas Tech has 
shown fl ashes the past few seasons of greatness they have yet 
to prove that they can be a national power week in and week 
out. The cockiness and inexperience of Texas Tech coupled 
with the offensive fi repower of Oklahoma State will result in 
a second straight upset in Lubbock.
Score:  No.9 Oklahoma State   49     No. 2 Texas Tech 41
Saturday is the day most LSU fans have been waiting for 
since the day the ink in Nick Saban’s pen hit his contact 
to coach at rival Alabama. Saban is the former coach of 
LSU who left to coach in the NFL after reviving the LSU 
program as well as bringing a National title to Baton Rouge. 
However two years after awaiting Saban’s return many fans 
are nervous about the day they all wished for. Saban, after 
fi nishing his fi rst season in Alabama with a 6-6 record, has 
his team number one in the BCS and poised to make a 
national title run. Meanwhile LSU has experienced a drop 
off from last season losing to both Florida andGeorgia in 
games that were over at the half. LSU has been plagued by 
awful play from the quarterback position as well as holes in 
their always strong defense. Saban was able to come within 
a late LSU score of defeating his old squad last season, and 
this year is equipped with a stronger and deeper team that 
can fi nish the job. Alabama has gotten off to a fast start in 
every game this season and has only trailed less than two 
minutes all season. Once Alabama gets ahead they run the 
ball down your throat with their three skilled running backs 
until you break and give up a long run for a score. Alabama 
will look to do the same thing this weekend as Nick Saban 
cruises to a victory in his homecoming of sorts.
Score: No.1 Alabama 34 No.16 LSU 17
This ACC matchup should be the 
determining factor of which team represents the 
Coastal division in the ACC championship. Both 
teams currently have two conference losses and a 
third loss would put them a severe disadvantage. 
The winner of this game assuming they win out 
would advance to the title game, and would hold a 
tiebreaker even if they did fall later in the season. 
North Carolina will benefi t from having a bye week 
to prepare for this critical game while Georgia Tech 
played a very physical game against Florida State last 
weekend. Both teams have been battling injuries all 
season, but the bye week has allowed UNC time 
to rest some of their players and hopefully get 
healthier. Georgia Tech showed more fi repower on 
offense last week in a win over Florida State than 
they had in recent weeks. Georgia Tech will continue 
to run the ball and pass second while the Tar Heels 
have been very successful this season in the passing 
game. Both teams appear to be evenly matched as 
both feature great defenses and solid offensive attacks. 
The ability of Georgia Tech to run the ball and get 
the ball out the Tar Heels hand will ultimately allow 
the Yellow jackets to emerge victorious and be on their 
way to the ACC Championship game.
The Trojans have been on the closest thing to 
a bye week for the past three weeks as they have 
faced both Washington and Washington State. 
Southern California and their horde of talented 
running backs were able to defeat both Washington 
schools by a combined score of 125-0. However 
Southern California will have to play their starters 
for the whole game this weekend as they take on 
the University of California. Cal has only one loss 
in the Pac-10 this season, as do the Trojans , which 
makes this an elimination game for a potential 
BCS berth. Southern Cal was upset earlier this 
season by an Oregon State team which they took 
for granted. California which has a 6-2 record and a 
chance to win the Pac-10 will not be as lucky to fall off 
the Trojans’ radar. California will be a man down this 
weekend as their starting quarterback Kevin Riley is 
expected to miss the game due to a concussion. The 
always attacking Trojan defense should be geared up to 
bring pressure on whatever quarterback Cal puts under 
center especially if they know that he is not 100%. The 
combination of Southern Cal’s high octane offense and 
explosive victory should provide Carroll the style points 
he wants as the Trojans defeat the Bears of California 
in Hollywood.
Score:  No. 7 USC 41     California 21
Remember when Vanderbilt, not Florida was 
leading the SEC East? While this may seem like 
ages ago, this freak occurrence was the case until 
just a few weeks ago. Vanderbilt was riding high 
after a 5-0 start and looked primed to make a 
New Year’s Day bowl. However since then the 
Commodores have lost two straight games in 
the SEC and will staring a third in the face 
on Saturday. Vanderbilt needs just one more 
win to become bowl eligible for the fi rst time 
in my life while Florida hopes to continue 
up the BCS rankings with a solid win over a 
previously ranked team. On paper this game is 
not even a contest as Vanderbilt maybe has one or 
two players that could even make Florida’s roster. 
Florida quarterback Tim Tebow has begun to 
return to Heisman form, and is looking to make 
another statement on Saturday. Vanderbilt will 
need to stick with the formula that got them fi ve 
wins this season if they have even the slightest 
chance of winning. That formula is to control the 
clock by running the ball and to force turnovers on 
defense. While this formula may have worked on 
Auburn it will not phase the Gators, who should 
have their starters in street clothes by halftime.
Score:  No. 5 Florida 55      Vanderbilt   15
The Bulldogs appeared slow and unorganized 
against a Florida team that is quickly emerging 
as one the nation’s best. Matthew Stafford 
and Knowshon Moreno , the two offensive 
stars for the Bulldogs, managed to only put 
10 points on the board. That will change 
this weekend as the Bulldogs take out their 
anger and frustrat ion on a struggling 
Kentucky Wildcats team. Kentucky can 
relate to how Georgia feels after they too 
were embarrassed by the Gators two 
weekends ago. Georgia will look to prove 
this weekend that they are a better team than 
they appeared to be last Saturday. Kentucky’s 
defense, which began the season with high 
praise, has fallen to earth lately after giving up 
63 points to the Florida Gators. Both Stafford 
and Moreno will want to prove that they are 
still elite players despite how they played last 
weekend. Georgia will win this game handily 
and should look to run up the score in order 
to let the nation know that they can still play 
football.
Score: No.13 Georgia 52         Kentucky 13
There may not be another team in the 
country that has more people currently 
pulling against them than Penn State. If 
Penn State were to win the rest of their 
games it would take a small miracle to 
keep them out of the national title. Penn 
State does not play another ranked team 
this season. However, the Nittany 
Lions will face a tough foe in Iowa 
this weekend. Iowa has one the 
nation’s top rushing offenses led 
by running back Shonn Greene. If 
Iowa is to become the nation’s darling and 
pull the upset they will need to run the ball 
effectively and control the clock. Penn State 
has a very dynamic and balanced offense 
that can be contained if it does not see the 
fi eld. The Hawkeyes will need a career day 
from Greene to pull the upset, which will 
not happen due to leadership, balance, and 
drive of this Penn State football team.
Score: No. 3 Penn State 28    Iowa 17
No.9 Oklahoma State at No. 2 Texas Tech 8 P.M. ABC 
No.1 Alabama at No.16 LSU 3:30 P.M. CBS 
No.20 Georgia Tech at No. 19 North Carolina Noon 
No. 21 California at No.7 USC 8 P.M. ABC 
 No.5 Florida at Vanderbilt 8 P.M. ESPN2 
No.13 Georgia at Kentucky 12:30 P.M. 
No.3 Penn State at Iowa 3:30 P.M. ABC 
— Associated Press
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 The South Carolina Gamecocks have won five of the 
past six games , and are on the hunt for their fourth SEC 
victory this weekend against the Arkansas Razorbacks. The 
Carolina defense continues to consistently perform at a 
high level, recently holding Tennessee to just six points in 
last week’s 27-6 victory. 
A lthough the defense has performed just short of 
perfection this year, last year’s game against Arkansas 
was a living nightmare for the defensive squad. Defeated 
48-36 , Carolina made a great case for Darren McFadden’s 
Heisman hopes when the Gamecocks allowed the star 
running back to rush for an SEC record 323 yards. USC 
was held defenseless against the run, allowing a total of 541 
yards on the ground. 
But that was last year, and this season the players are 
ready to prove themselves against Arkansas. 
“It was embarrassing to me, the team and the fans that we 
allowed them to run for that much. We’ve got to get that 
out of our heads,” junior linebacker Eric Norwood said. “It’s 
going to stick with you regardless, but we’ll try to get that 
out of people’s heads this year.”
Helping to erase the memories of last year will be 
defensive end Cliff Matthews. The true sophomore has 
played well this year, including a three tackle performance 
last weekend against Tennessee, in which he also had a 
sack. 
Matthews and the rest of the defense will again be 
faced with stopping the run this year against Arkansas, as 
running back Michael Smith looks to continue his season as 
the SEC’s leading rusher. More threatening than stopping 
the run stands the Razorback quarterback Casey Dick. 
Throwing for a career-high 385 yards last weekend in 
the win over Tulsa, Dick has plenty of momentum entering 
Saturday’s game. The victory was his third 300-yard passing 
effort of the season.  
The Gamecocks will have to f ind a unique balance 
between pressuring the quarterback and watching for the 
run. The Razorbacks have a two-dimensional offense, one 
that can easily attack by running or passing. 
“I think Casey Dick threw for over 400 yards the last 
game and their running back is leading the SEC, so we’ve 
just got to come to play,” Matthews said. “Their offensive 
line is pretty big.”
Despite the formidable obstacles to stop, Matthews feels 
well prepared to take on Arkansas. 
“I watched a little film on them and I’ll watch more 
during the week, but we’re feeling pretty good about it,” 
Matthews said. “Coach [Ellis] Johnson, he’s got a great 
defensive scheme for them. We just have to come ready to 
play.”
Johnson has done a solid job this season of identifying 
the threat that the opponent poses, and then creating a 
defensive scheme to stop it. Whether it be Vanderbilt’s 
Chris Nickson , or Georgia’s Knowshon Moreno , the 
Carolina defense is well prepared for a myriad of serious 
offensive threats. 
This week is no different, as the Gamecock defense looks 
to put a stop to yet another offense. 
“We’re feeling pretty good about it [Saturday],” Matthews 
said. “We’re moving on, we’re going hard in practice, trying 
to peak each week and trying to get better.”
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Young defensive end looks to stop new oﬀ ensive mind of Petrino in talented Arkansas backﬁ eld
Defense aims to beat Razorback double threat
Drew Lattier
STAFF WRITER
DEFENSE
CLIFF MATTHEWS CASEY DICKVS.
HEAD HEAD
Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK Courtesy of Arkansas Media Relations
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Jake Broom
JAKE BROOM
Second-year 
graduate 
student
 
1. What’s wrong with a 
night game?
This game was originally 
scheduled for 7 p.m., but 
since people complained 
it was moved to 1 p.m.. 
Apparently our “older” fans 
said it was too cold at night 
and they didn’t like driving 
home late. First of all, this is 
South Carolina. If you can’t 
handle an early November 
evening in South Carolina, 
you should probably just 
move directly to the sun. 
I promise you, there aren’t 
many places in A merica 
warmer than Columbia. 
Second of all, why change 
the game time over requests 
from old people? They are 
the quietest fans during the 
game anyway. The game 
atmosphere is affected more 
by 1,000 students missing 
t he  g a me  t h a n  10 ,0 0 0 
non-students missing the 
game. Once a game t ime 
is announced, telev ision 
should be the only reason it 
is changed. 
2. Did Chris Smelley’s 
arm fall off?
Last week Smelley came 
into the game for an injured 
Stephen Garcia and just 
handed the ball off about 700 
straight times. He was 1-for-
1 passing on the night. I just 
don’t understand how he is 
good enough to start games 
for two years, but all of a 
sudden it seems that Spurrier 
doesn’t  even 
t rust  h im to 
throw a pass. 
Bringing him 
in to hand the 
b a l l  o f f  f o r 
t h r e e  p l a y s 
and then punt 
e ver y  s er ie s 
was a slap in 
the face.
3. Can USC 
slow down Michael Smith?
Arkansas running back 
Michael Smith averages 123 
rushing yards per game, also 
known as 23 yards per game 
more than USC’s ent ire 
team. Last year USC gave 
up about six miles of rushing 
yards to Arkansas. At one 
point they were pulling fans 
from the stands to score 
touchdow ns.  I f  t he r un 
defense doesn’t play better 
this year the Gamecocks will 
get embarrassed again. 
4. Why can’t the offensive 
line play without helmets?
Last week during the chaos 
that ensued after Stephen 
G a r c i a’s  i n t e r c e p t io n , 
Terrence Campbell somehow 
ended up losing his helmet. 
He still ran around like a 
crazy person, looking for 
somebody to hit. Why can’t 
our linemen act like that all 
the time? It was the most 
aggressive play I’ve seen all 
year, and the guy wasn’t even 
wearing a helmet. Maybe 
if they weren’t allowed to 
wear helmets they’d actually 
put their hands on somebody 
long enough to run block.
5.  W hy i sn’ t  there  a 
shuttle from campus to the 
practice f ield during the 
week?
USC running back Kenny 
Miles was injured earlier this 
week in the third scooter 
wreck by a football player 
this year. Spurrier is now 
forcing every scooter-driving 
player to wear a helmet or 
risk getting suspended. 
I wouldn’t ride a scooter 
down Assembly Street if I 
was wrapped in bubble wrap 
and had training wheels. 
People drive around the 
curve on George Rogers 
Boulevard l ike it ’s  t urn 
three at Daytona. I would 
also imagine it is easier for 
me to control my 5-foot-10, 
185-pound body on a little 
scooter than, say, a 6-foot-
6 ,  300 -pou nd of fensive 
lineman. 
Spurr ier ’s new ru le is 
an improvement, but why 
isn’t there a shuttle that just 
picks players up on campus 
and takes them to and from 
practice? I know money is 
always an issue, but it would 
be worth it to prevent one of 
our players from fl ying face 
fi rst through the Bojangle’s 
drive thru window. 
Comments on this story? E-mail 
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Nathan Pepper picks up his game-changing fumble against Ole Miss.
of Pepper, as a week after the Arkansas 
game Florida quarterback and eventual 
Heisman winner Tim Tebow would torch 
the Gamecocks for fi ve rushing touchdowns, 
all runs of fi ve yards or less, in the Gators’ 
51-31 win in Columbia. 
Through perseverance and rehab Pepper 
was able to reclaim his spot in the starting 
lineup this fall despite missing spring 
practice, and after receiving approval for a 
medical redshirt from the NCAA, he was 
allowed to enter this season classified as 
a junior, salvaging the time he lost to the 
injury.
Pepper has been solid in the middle for the 
Gamecock defensive front this fall, as he is 
currently second among the interior line with 
19 tackles, four of them for losses, and a sack. 
However, Pepper’s biggest play of the year 
also ranks up there with Carolina football’s 
biggest plays of 2008, as Pepper scooped up 
a fumble in the second quarter against Ole 
Miss and ran it back for a touchdown, at the 
time putting the Gamecocks up 17-14 in a 
game that South Carolina would win 31-24 , 
earning their fi rst SEC conference win in 
more than a year and getting back to .500 
after a lackluster start. 
“That was a real emotional time for me,” 
Pepper said. “After being out and coming 
back and doing that in a real tight game and 
being able to help us win a tight game we 
needed.” 
After a long road to recovery, Pepper 
is finally back on the field and once again 
fulfilling the promise and potential he 
exhibited prior to the injury, and he remains 
focused on the big picture and the team. 
“We’ve got to fi nish this year out,” Pepper 
said. “Last year, losing fi ve straight games at 
the end, we can’t do that again. We’ve got to 
fi nish hard.” 
The Gamecocks take the fi rst step of the 
last quarter of the 2008 regular season and 
the first step towards closing the year on 
a strong point Saturday at 1 p.m. for the 
annual Homecoming game. 
Fitt ingly the opponent is Arkansas, 
the team Pepper was forced to watch on 
television from home a year ago.  
COMEBACK ● Continued from 1B
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@
mailbox.sc.edu
 If Chris Smelley throws an interception, and no one is around 
to see it, is it still an interception?
Apparently not, because the redshirt sophomore is once 
again set to play in this weekend’s showdown with the Arkansas 
Razorbacks at Williams-Brice Stadium.
Smelley, who has thrown nine interceptions in six starts for 
Carolina, is back in the mix at quarterback and may see some 
action this weekend, according to USC coach Steve Spurrier. 
“Chris Smelley has played very well at times for us,” Spurrier 
said. “Chris is a good quarterback and at times really plays well. 
There is a chance we may try to use both guys in the course of 
the game. Why wouldn’t we? We haven’t had one well enough 
really to deserve to play the entire game yet. We’re planning on 
both of them going this week and see how it plays out.”
Why the sudden change? According to Spurrier, it’s starting 
quarterback Stephen Garcia’s inability to stay in the pocket and 
make the best decision at hand.
“Stephen has done some good things, but obviously he’s not 
prepared to play extremely well yet,” Spurrier said. “Stephen 
still has a lot of bad habits. He wants to leave the pocket when 
sometimes he doesn’t have to. Sometimes he has to, and that’s 
good.”
Combined, Smelley and Garcia have completed 155 of 261 pass 
attempts for 1,945 yards and 15 touchdowns this season. 
The offensive carousel will continue in the trenches as well, 
as redshirt sophomore Hutch Eckerson is set to make his second 
start of the season on Saturday, and fi rst since the N.C. State 
game on Aug. 28, in place of the injured Lemuel Jeanpierre. 
“It’s defi nitely exciting to get back out there,” Eckerson said. 
“It’s been a while. I haven’t been out there since the N.C. State 
game. We’ve just been out here working. [Offensive line] Coach 
[John] Hunt told me that I would get another chance this season, 
but he didn’t know when it would be. But it’s here and now I have 
to capitalize on it.”
Eckerson will look to improve a stagnant Gamecock rushing 
attack, as Carolina has mustered only 903 yards on the ground 
this season, by far the lowest amount in the Southeastern 
Conference. Running back Mike Davis leads the pack with 435 
yards on 123 carries. 
“We’ve sputtered a little bit on offense this year,” Spurrier said. 
“We don’t have a good running game. If we can get that going, 
we believe we’ll be among the top teams in the conference.”
If the offense is ever going to decide to pick up the slack this 
season, it will no doubt come against the Razorbacks, as fi rst-year 
head coach Bobby Petrino’s club ranks dead last in the league in 
total defense.
Arkansas is giving up an average of 31 points a game this 
season, and is giving up more than 170 rushing yards a game.  
If senior Mike Davis wants to end his home career on a bright 
note, it should be this weekend.
Leading the way on the defensive side of the ball for the 
Razorbacks is freshman middle linebacker Jerry Franklin , who 
clearly has been a dominating force for the men in red and white 
this season in his fi rst season of college football.
The Marion, Ark. native leads the team with 71 tackles while 
notching two interceptions and recovering two fumbles in the 
process.  
However, Petrino knows how diffi cult getting that fi fth win 
will be, as he realizes what a Spurrier offense can bring to the 
table on any given day. 
“We’ve studied his offense a lot, particularly when he was 
coaching at Florida and I was pretty young in the profession,” 
Petrino said. “I spent some time there [in Gainesville] and got all 
their videos for a number of years. I really stole some ideas from 
him and implemented some of the stuff he’s done. He’s a great 
football coach that certainly changed college football with the 
way they threw the ball at Florida.”
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After year of quarterbacking diﬃ  culties, Spurrier promises playing time for both Smelley, Garcia on Saturday
Smelley to make appearance against Hogs
Chris Cox
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The Mountaineers are currently doing 
their best impression of a phoenix; the 
legendary bird that burns itself then rises 
from its own ashes. West Virginia began the 
season with a top ten ranking and hopes of 
a National title in Morgantown. However 
early season losses to East Carolina and 
Colorado left almost everyone in the country 
to leave them for dead. Since those two 
early losses West Virginia has been the 
offensive juggernaut that everyone expected 
and has rolled to a 3-0 record in the Big 
East. However the Mountaineers will face 
their toughest Big East opponent this week 
when they take on the Cincinnati Bearcats. 
Cincinnati made a statement on national 
television last week when they absolutely 
dominated South Florida, who many 
people thought was West Virginia biggest 
competition in the Big East. Cincinnati is 
only one game out of fi rst place in the Big 
East and a win on Saturday would put them 
in the driver’s seat. The ability of Pat White 
and Noel Devine to make plays will move 
West Virginia one step closer to their goal 
of a BCS bowl bid.
Score:   No. 25 West Virg in ia 31 
Cincinnati 21
For the fi rst time this decade Saturday’s 
matchup cannot be referred to as the 
Bowden Bowl. Tommy Bowden, the 
former Clemson coach and son of Florida 
State coach Bobby Bowden, was let go 
earlier this season due to a lackluster 
opening to a season that was once fi lled 
with so much promise. Florida State on 
the other hand was considered to be a year 
or two away from being competitive in 
the ACC. However, the combination of 
the overall weakness of the ACC and the 
emergence of athletes all over the fi eld for 
the Seminoles has given Bobby Bowden 
and Florida State a chance to win the ACC 
this season. Florida State has always had 
a good offense, but has struggled to put a 
consistent offense on the fi eld the past few 
seasons. Quarterback Christian Ponder 
has emerged as a leader for the Seminoles 
who are looking to return to their rightful 
place in college football. Expect Bobby 
Bowden to get revenge on Clemson for 
the school’s recent dominance over the 
Seminoles as well as for the way Tommy 
has been treated the past few months.
Score:   No.  22 F lor ida  St ate  35 
Clemson 14
 Both Virginia and Wake Forest enter Saturday’s 
conference games with identical 3-2 records in the 
ACC. A lose on Saturday would essentially destroy any 
chances that either team would have of contending for 
an ACC title. A win however would put the winner 
right in the thick of the competition. Virginia will look 
to run the ball consistently as they have for most of the 
season. Wake Forest on the other hand will lean on the 
arm of quarterback Riley Skinner and the solid play of 
the Wake defense. Ultimately the momentum gained 
by Wake Forest last week will propel them to a victory 
and a fi rm spot in the chase for an ACC championship 
berth.
Score:   Wake Forest   24     Virginia 20
Cincinnati at No. 25 West Virginia 7 P.M. ESPNU Clemson at No. 22 Florida State 3:30 P.M. ABC
Virginia at Wake Forest 3:30 P.M. ESPNU
NATIONAL PREVIEW ● Continued from 2B
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GAMECOCKCHALLENGE
THE
OSU at Northwestern
Georgia Tech at UNC
Georgia at Kentucky
Alabama at LSU
Clemson at Florida State
Cincinnati at WVU
OK State at Texas Tech
Florida at Vanderbilt
Cal at Southern Cal
Arkansas at USC
Last Week’s Standings:
Overall:
OSU
UNC
Georgia
LSU
Florida State
WVU
Texas Tech
Florida
Southern Cal
USC
8-2
(61-29)
OSU
Georgia Tech
Georgia
Alabama
Florida State
WVU
Texas Tech
Florida
Southern Cal
USC
5-5
(57-33)
OSU
UNC
Georgia
LSU
Florida State
WVU
Texas Tech
Florida
Southern Cal
USC
7-4
(63-27)
Northwestern
UNC
Kentucky
LSU
Florida State
West Virginia
Texas Tech
Florida
Southern Cal
USC
6-4
(56-34)
OSU
UNC
Georgia
Alabama
Florida State
Cincinnati
Texas Tech
Florida
Southern Cal
USC
6-4
(56-34)
OSU
UNC
Georgia
Alabama
Florida State
WVU
OK State
Florida
Cal
USC
5-5
(45-45)
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Every week, our staff will predict 10 college games. If you think you know your 
stuff, submit your picks for these games by Thursday to 
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu.
Football picks and predictions
?
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Norwood, Cook called out by award committies 
for talents, contributions on, off fi eld
Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Strong Safety Emanuel Cook brings down Tennessee’s running back Arian Foster in USC and UT’s matchup.
Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
 South Carolina is a state blessed with 
two competing FBS football schools. 
Clemson and USC compete for bragging 
rights as the top program in the state 
every year. However, the competition goes 
beyond the playing fi eld. The two schools 
battle off the fi eld in the recruiting world 
and the fandom of the state.
Some states are not as lucky. Take 
Ohio for example. The Buckeye state is 
just that: home of the Buckeyes. Ohio 
University may be a fine institution of 
higher learning, but when it comes to the 
football fi eld Ohio State might as well be 
the only school in the state.
Just ask former Gamecock offensive 
lineman Na’Shan Goddard. Goddard 
attended USC from 2001-2006 but grew 
up in Dayton, Ohio. Goddard grew up 
under the impression that Ohio State was 
the mecca of college football. Ever since 
Pop Warner football he believed that he 
was meant to don the scarlet and gray of 
the Buckeyes, however during his senior 
year in high school coaches at Ohio State 
University told Goddard that it might be 
best to pursue other schools.
One of those other schools that had 
expressed interest  in Goddard was 
Carol ina.  The G amecock s  inv ited 
Goddard down to the spr ing game 
and it wasn’t long before the Palmetto 
state’s famous sunshine had prompted an 
18-year-old Goddard to forget all about 
the other Horseshoe in Columbus.
“I took my visit for the [Garnet and 
Black] game [in the spring],” Goddard 
said. “It was unbelievable when I got 
down there. I’m from Ohio where it’s 
freezing all the time, when I got down to 
Columbia it was beautiful.”
However,  when G oddard f ina l ly 
committed to USC there was more to his 
commitment than just weather. The coach 
at the time, Lou Holtz, now an ESPN 
broadcaster, is famous for his loyalty 
to the schools he has coached. From 
Carolina to Notre Dame, Holtz always 
believes in his former teams. Apparently, 
judging from Goddard’s case, Holtz was 
equally loyal in the recruiting fi eld.
“I would have to say loyalty [brought 
me to Carolina],” Goddard said. “Coming 
out of high school I still hadn’t passed my 
SAT or ACT test yet but they stuck with 
me all the way until the end of March 
and I fi nally passed it in the beginning of 
April.”
Of course, it certainly did not hurt 
the Gamecocks’ case that USC had just 
beaten the Buckeyes in the Outback Bowl 
in 2000.
It was not long after Goddard arrived 
before Holtz’ system found a spot for 
t he ta lented young f reshman. The 
Gamecocks suffered several injuries early 
in the season and Goddard got his chance 
to fi ll in at center.
The center  of  t he of fensive l ine 
is expected to make blitz pickup calls 
and alter any blocking at the line. For a 
freshman to fi ll that role in the middle 
of the season was a huge undertaking, 
but Goddard remembers it as a slightly 
easier process in his first game against 
Vanderbilt.
“I did a pretty good job at center,” 
Goddard said. 
However, the next week presented a 
bigger challenge. Mississippi State came 
to Columbia and boasted one of the best 
defenses in the nation. Even scarier was 
State’s defensive front, which was led 
by Thomas Kelley. However, Goddard 
was surrounded by talent and leadership 
that kept him calm and prepared for the 
game.
“The guards that were next to me, 
Cedric Williams and Shane Hall, they 
helped me t remendously,” Goddard 
remembers. “They just told me to calm 
down, make my calls and block. They 
told me, ‘You’ve got the talent and your 
talent is going to take you where you 
need to go just make sure you know 
your assignments.’ So [I] just studied 
my assignments and I was out there just 
actually happy to be playing.”
That mental it y led Goddard to a 
Freshman All-SEC performance during 
his fi rst year. The SEC and The Sporting 
News recognized h im for h is play. 
However, gratifi cation did not truly come 
until January of Goddard’s freshman year 
when South Carolina met that school 
from up north that had previously been 
too good for Goddard.
“That was huge because a lot of the 
coaches that were recruiting me there 
k ind of told me that I might want to 
look at other options,” Goddard said. “It 
was great for me to be there and to see 
them but to beat your childhood dream 
school is always going to be a wonderful 
feeling.”
After Goddard fi nished rubbing some 
of the Buckeyes’ noses in his personal 
and team success he moved on to the 
next season at Carolina. Unfortunately 
the success of two straight Outback Bowl 
appearances by Carolina would not carry 
over like it did for the Buckeyes. While 
Ohio State won the national championship 
the very next year, the Gamecocks sunk 
into a mediocrity that would eventually 
sink Lou Holtz’s career as a Gamecock.
However, as it has always been for 
Goddard, when one door closes another 
opens. As he said goodbye to Lou Holtz 
he welcomed in a new, possibly even more 
legendary head coach in Steve Spurrier.
“[When the team heard about Steve 
Spurrier] we were like, ‘no way!’” Goddard 
said. “It was far-fetched, honestly still 
upset about Lou Holtz leaving but when 
they told us about Spurrier we were like 
‘no way.’”
There was a way though. The legendary 
coach, obviously, came to Carolina and 
immediately made an impact. During 
Goddard’s senior year the Gamecocks 
tallied wins over Florida and Tennessee. 
The hype around the program generated 
enough hype to convince some NFL 
teams to give Goddard a try after he 
graduated.
Now, Goddard has been with the New 
York Giants for two years and won a 
Super Bowl ring in his fi rst season with 
the team, an experience that he describes 
as simply, “unbelievable.”
Goddard still keeps up with his old 
team and teammates. When asked about 
the Gamecocks this season he responded 
enthusiastically.
“Oh absolutely!” Goddard said. “We’re 
six and three! We’re bowl eligible!”
Certainly Ohio is the kind of state that 
has a diehard allegiance to one program 
and one program only. However, Na’Shan 
Goddard is proof that it doesn’t take long 
for that allegiance to be swayed by the 
sunshine and loyalty of South Carolina 
Gamecock football. 
Goddard fi ghting for spot on New York roster after successful career for Carolina
Michael Aguilar
SPORTS EDITOR
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Two Gamecocks are making a lot of 
noise in the postseason awards category. 
Juniors Eric Norwood and Emanuel 
Cook have both been listed in the fi nal 
watchlist for two postseason college 
football awards.
Cook, a strong safety, has been listed 
as a semifi nalist for the Thorpe award. 
The Thorpe award has been given to 
the top defensive back in the country 
every year since 1986. Names such as 
Deion Sanders, Charles Woodson and 
Roy Williams are among those that 
have been given the trophy in the past 
22 years. 
Now, Cook is being considered along 
with 13 other college defensive backs 
for the award. Last season Cook earned 
second-team All-SEC in 2006 and has 
garnered attention from NFL scouts 
around the nation. Cook also leads the 
team in tackles, just as he did last season, 
and is seventh in the SEC.
Cook also recovered a fumble in 
the Ole Miss game and returned it 52 
yards to set up a Gamecock touchdown. 
Beyond his tangible results Cook has 
also contributed in ways that cannot 
be seen. In the last two years he has 
developed into a team leader and a force 
to be reckoned with on the fi eld.
Cook’s hard hitting is feared around 
the SEC and teams have begun to 
g a mepla n  a rou nd h i m a nd  avoid 
running and throwing to his side of the 
fi eld. Cook is currently one of the top 
defenders in the SEC. His place on the 
Thorpe watchlist proves it.
Norwood has also been named to 
a watchlist of his own. Norwood is a 
quarterfi nalist for the Lott Trophy.
Norwood burst onto the scene last 
year after Carolina’s Thursday night 
game against Kentucky. Norwood had 
two fumbles returned for a touchdown 
in the game and those two touchdowns 
turned out to be the difference in the 
game. 
He spent the rest of the season 
wreaking havoc in the backfield of 
opponents and has quietly carried that 
momentum into this season.
Norwood moved from defensive 
l ineman to l inebacker this season 
and has f lourished in that position. 
Although his numbers may not be 
up to par with last season he has still 
obviously made a difference. This 
season he has faced more double teams 
and more gameplanning than last 
season.
Wit h a l l  of  t hat  pressu re and 
opposition against him Norwood has 
st ill managed to wrack up enough 
tackles for loss this season to place 
him atop of South Carolina’s all-time 
list. With a tackle in UT’s backfi eld 
last week he took fi rst place alone atop 
the school’s list.
Beyond accompl i sh ment s  a nd 
performance on the field, the Lott 
Trophy is awarded to the defensive 
col lege footba l l  player who a lso 
displays the best personal character. 
Norwood spends plenty of time giving 
back to the community, doing work 
with children and in honor of Martin 
Luther King, Jr.
Michael Aguilar
SPORTS EDITOR
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